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Editorial:  We are 
pleased to include, this 
month, an member’s article 
and we would really appreci-
ate more members contribut-
ing. 
It seems that all major politi-
cal parties are advocating giv-
ing more power to the imposed so-called ‘regions’ 
as part of their intent to break England up. This 
will prove to be a ’witches brew’  (pace Vernon 
Bogdanor) with the largest lobbying for more 
power and funding at the expense of others. 
Clearly we will need a unifying English Parlia-
ment. However, as long as we keep paying 
our taxes to keep the moribund UK alive we, 
in England, can be held in contempt.   
Parents of children with special needs in Eng-
land struggle to get any help even though they 
are legally supposed to be supported. An Eng-
lish Parliament would ensure that such help 
was available equally across England and that 
local authorities had the means to implement 
the law. Laws are pointless if they cannot be 
implemented. 
One of the reasons given by Welsh commen-
tators that England should not have its own 
Parliament has been that our legal systems are 
too closely entwined. However while we, in 
England, are not allowed to separate our legal 
system from that of Wales; the reverse is 
clearly acceptable. Moreover does the noble 
gent really believe the UK parliament is the 
voice of England and who is the English  ap-
pointee to the Supreme Court?                              

Campaign for an English Parliament 
Aims, Principles and Policies. 

 
We campaign for an English Parliament, meaning a parliament 

for the people of England, for whom England is their cho-
sen or inherited home and who are legally entitled to 
vote.   

  
We campaign for an English Parliament with powers at least 

as great as those of Scotland’s, i.e. a Parliament and Ex-
ecutive (Government) that can make Acts (primary legis-
lation) on the same domestic issues (e.g. health, welfare & 
education) that are devolved to the Scottish Parliament.  

  
The CEP works with academics, business groups, trades un-

ions, think tanks and the media to create the conditions 
whereby UK MPs see that there is no alternative to the 
re-establishment of the English Parliament.  

  
The CEP is a pressure group. It is not a political party. It does 

not contest elections.  
 
The CEP is not and will not be affiliated to or formally linked 

with any political party 

Please sign up on the website via the dialogue box 
shown below and increase our follower numbers. 

Follow the CEP via Email 

Enter your email address to follow this blog and receive 
notifications of new posts by email. 

Join other followers 

 

 

RECOMMENDED READING: the Oxford 
History of Mediaeval England by Nigel Saul pub-
lished by Oxford University Press 
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Campaigning for England :  
Why England Still Needs A New Parliament (even if the UK breaks up 
first) 
By  member Mattanza M Fedora 
One of my favourite films is by England’s own Ken Loach. The Wind That Shakes the 
Barley, starring Cillian Murphy, is set during the Irish War of Independence. With it, 
Loach set out to explore the extent that the Irish revolution was a social revolution as 
opposed to a nationalist one. 
Making the point in Eye Weekly: “Every time a colony wants independence, the ques-
tions on the agenda are: a) how do you get the imperialists out, and b) what kind of society do you build? 
There are usually the bourgeois nationalists who say, 'Let's just change the flag and keep everything as it 
was.' Then there are the revolutionaries who say, 'Let's change the property laws.' It's always a critical 
moment.” 
Such a critical thing for me in defining my political outlook, as I have no time for anybody who isn't pre-
pared to address severe contemporary issues like housing, the NHS, and trade deals. I often deal with 
comments from Scottish and Welsh Nationalists who - though for the most part, well-meaning - assume 
that all England needs to do is declare independence, and somehow all our problems will be fixed. It most 
likely comes from a sense of how they believe we can kick all their MPs out of Westminster, and thus 
their issues with Westminster will finally come to pass. However, what they often fail to realise is that: 
Westminster is the only thing at present governing England, and it's not like we force all our MPs to travel 
across our country to-and-from all our neighbouring County Councils as an alternative. 
Welsh and Scottish Independence will not be a default status of England choosing to leave a union, as no 
nation can leave the UK without explicitly voting for it.  
Thus, the only real change is that the Union Jack will lose England’s cross, and without an English equiva-
lent of Holyrood or Stormont Castle, we’ll never see any benefit from this so-called “independence.” 
Assuming the UK survives another 5, 10, or 20 years, what matters most is that we have a system de-
signed to work for all of our peoples. To me, that has always translated as either a Federal UK or no UK. 
The heart of the UK is Westminster, a parliament that's proven to be near-impossible to reform, and 
filled by a barely elected elite from across the United Kingdom who are all equally as desperate to prevent 
further devolution from being granted to any of our home countries. 
The best way to strike that heart is with direct action towards gaining a referendum on English Devolu-
tion. Whatever comes next is simply another discussion for another day. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Current English Affairs:  
Boy, 4, found with knife as more pupils carry weapons 
October 16 2019, The Times: John Simpson, Crime Correspondent 
Almost half of all under-16s who had been stabbed were attacked on their way home from school 
A boy of four carrying a knife was among more than 1,000 children caught with weapons at school over 
the past year. There has been a 30 per cent increase in pupils arming themselves in classrooms across 
England and Wales, with a Taser, hammer and knuckleduster among items seized by police. One 14-year-
old was caught with a sword. 
Figures show that there were 1,072 incidents in the last financial year, up from 831 the year before. There 
were a further 311 incidents between April and August this year. In Manchester an 11-year-old who had 
replaced the nib of a highlighter pen with a blade told another pupil: “Listen to me or else I’ll stab you.” 
Only 29 of the 43 forces in England responded to the request for information, meaning that the scale of 
the problem is likely to be far worse. Among those that failed to provide data was the Metropolitan Po-
lice, the country’s largest force. 

~~~~ 
Dozens of drivers a day stranded on smart motorways 
October 10 2019, The Times: Graeme Paton, Transport Correspondent 
Dozens of drivers break down and are left stranded each day in fast-moving lanes of “smart” motorways 
that have no hard shoulders. Research by Highways England has shown that 19,316 vehicles stopped in 
flowing traffic on motorway “live lanes” in 2017 and last year, equivalent to more than 26 a day. In an-
other 28,547 breakdowns drivers were able to make it from the smart motorway lanes to an emergency 
lay-by, verge or hatched area near a junction, according to a report to MPs. 
The report added to concerns over safety on smart motorways in England, where the hard shoulder is 
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removed to boost capacity and emergency refuge areas are built up to 1.5 
miles apart. Lanes are closed with a red X on an overhead gantry if a vehi-
cle breaks down in the road. 
The hard shoulder has been permanently removed on 13 stretches of road 
including parts of the M1, M3, M5, M6 and M25. Eight more such stretches 
are being built and seven more have a “dynamic” hard shoulder that can be 
used as an extra lane at busy times. Highways England said that casualties 
had been cut by 28 per cent after nine stretches of motorway had been 
converted, but the AA argued that the lack of emergency lay-bys put motorists at serious risk of a colli-
sion when they break down. Four people were killed on a smart section of the M1 near Sheffield in ten 
months. 
In a report submitted to the Commons transport committee, Highways England said it would upgrade 
safety measures and cut the distances between lay-bys to one mile for stretches built from next year. Ten 
more lay-bys will be added to smart stretches on the M25. Edmund King, president of the AA, said emer-
gency refuge areas needed to be closer together: Highways England said: “Smart motorways include more 
features than conventional motorways . . . and both are significantly safer for drivers than other roads. 
The evidence shows that where all-lane running has been introduced there have been fewer collisions and 
congestion has reduced despite an increased number of vehicles.” 
October 16 2019: Smart motorways a dumb idea, say fearful road users 
The permanent removal of the hard shoulder on motorways should be scrapped in the face of escalating 
concerns from motorists, according to a report published today. The AA said that more than half of driv-
ers backed the end of the “smart motorway” system. The AA called on Grant Shapps, the transport sec-
retary, to hold a review of the system. Highways England insists that casualty rates on smart motorways 
are 25 per cent lower than on those with old-fashioned hard shoulders. 
The AA surveyed more than 15,000 of its members online. It said that only 10 per cent felt safer on “all-
lane running” stretches — those where there is permanently no hard shoulder — compared with conven-
tional motorways. There were also concerns over the spacing between lay-bys. 
Highways England said it was reducing the spacing between lay-bys on new smart motorways and intro-
ducing radar detection to spot broken-down vehicles more quickly.  
October 19 2019: Bad drivers to blame for crashes on smart motorways, says roads chief 
Jim O’Sullivan, the chief executive of Highways England, said that the network would continue to be devel-
oped at its present rate over the next five years, adding more than 300 miles. He told The Times that reck-
less actions by drivers, including stopping on “live” vehicle lanes without good reason, was one of the main 
causes of crashes on motorways. He said that England’s high-speed roads were among the safest in the 
world and that there was a “disproportionate” focus on the risk posed by smart motorways. He pointed 
to figures showing that 77 people were killed on traditional motorways with a hard shoulder last year 
compared with nine on the smart network. He rejected calls to retrofit existing smart motorways with 
extra emergency areas. Additional lay-bys would cost £1 M each and would not improve safety, he said. 
Smart motorways to be reassessed after eight deaths, Grant Shapps announces 
October 25 2019, The Times: Steven Swinford, Deputy Political Editor 
There are 400 miles of smart motorways in England and the transport secretary has announced that their 
safety is being reviewed by the government after eight deaths on smart motorways. He added: “I think 
some of the statistics have been difficult to understand, and we know 70 or 80 people die a year on full 
motorways. “Understanding whether [smart motorways] are less safe, the same or safer — it turns out 
not to be as straightforward as members might imagine. I want all of those facts and recommendations 
that can be put into place to ensure that all of our motorways are as safe as they possibly can be.  
The review comes after Jim O’Sullivan, chief executive at Highways England, raised concerns that smart 
motorways are “too complicated for people to use”. 
In May last year Dev Naran, eight, was killed on the M6 when a lorry struck his grandfather’s Toyota while 
it was stopped on the hard shoulder, which was in use by traffic at the time. In March Derek Jacobs, 83, 
was killed when his car was hit after it stopped on a smart motorway section of the M1 in Derbyshire. Six 
months earlier a woman was killed on the same stretch of road. 
Edmund King, president of the AA, said: “We have been raising concerns for more than six years about 
the dangers to the 38 per cent who break down in a live lane on smart motorways. “We know that there 
are real situations where lives would have been saved if drivers on smart motorways had somewhere safe 
to stop.” 
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Buses are vital to the economy and communities, so why are we looking backwards? 
October 17 2019, the Times: Martin Griffiths 
Just as there is a consensus that the country’s rail franchising system is broken, politicians are rushing to 
endorse the very same model for Britain’s bus networks, most vocally in Greater Manchester. “Things 
would all be better with a London-style system,” we are promised. But behind the soundbites, what does 
the London experience really demonstrate? 
London has a joined-up and easy-to-use public transport system, for sure, but at what cost and are people 
who use it happier with it? Facts lay bare the reality that is being airbrushed from the debate and hidden 
from our citizens. London’s franchised bus network is £700 million a year in debt, a bill being paid by the 
capital’s taxpayers. Bus passenger numbers in London are falling faster than in the rest of England and the 
result is bus services are being cut. Is this really the debt burden and legacy we want for Greater Man-
chester and elsewhere? 

~~~~ 
Ministers to blame for falling vaccinations rather than myth-makers 
October 25 2019, The Times: Oliver Wright, Policy Editor 
The National Audit Office (NAO) found no evidence that fears over vaccination safety were a significant 
factor behind falling uptake. Instead the public sector watchdog blamed the government’s 
botched NHS reorganisation and pressure on GP surgery appointments for the failure to meet interna-
tional immunisation targets. 
It was confirmed this month that the rate for two-year-olds getting their first measles, mumps and rubella 
(MMR) vaccination has dropped for the fifth consecutive year, to 90.3 per cent, leaving one in ten at risk. 
Last year there were 966 confirmed measles cases in England — nearly four times as many as the total 
number confirmed in 2017. 
The NAO found that NHS England missed the uptake target for six out of seven pre-school jabs last year. 
Only 86.4 per cent of children now receive the second dose of their measles, mumps and rubella jab by 
the age of five — much lower than the 95 per cent needed for herd immunity.  
“Public Health England (PHE) conducts an annual survey into parents’ attitudes to vaccinations [and] has 
found no evidence that anti-vaccination social media activity has had a major impact on vaccination uptake 
in England,” the report states. Instead it blamed a lack of consistency within the NHS for prompting par-
ents to get their children vaccinated and return for booster immunisations as a result of reforms by the 
former health secretary Lord Lansley. “The way healthcare professionals remind parents to vaccinate their 
children is inconsistent,” it said. Lack of easy access to GP appointments was also to blame. 

~~~~ 
Ten new towns to bolster regions after Brexit 
October 26 2019, The Times: Chris Smyth 
Ten new towns have been promised by ministers hoping to kick-
start post-Brexit regeneration. Developments billed as “Canary 
Wharfs of the North” and “Milton Keynes of the Midlands” will 
be backed by ministers to bolster growth outside the southeast 
of England. Ministers say that they will change the law if needed 
to allow development quangos to speed up the creation of new towns, which have previously become 
bogged down in planning disputes. Robert Jenrick, the housing secretary, said: “Our new development 
corporations will empower local areas to come forward with ideas for towns.” 
While Mr Jenrick promised “government support and investment” for the plans, funding of £10 million will 
be enough only for areas to draw up initial proposals. Officials say that plans must be drawn up with the 
approval of local residents and include infrastructure such as shops, schools and NHS services to create 
communities where people will want to live. 
The government has committed to build 300,000 homes a year but has ruled out using the green belt. 
Tom Fyans, deputy chief executive of the Campaign to Protect Rural England, said: “New settlements 
could play a role in meeting the affordable housing crisis but only if they are high quality, well planned, well 
located and, most important, have local consent.” 

~~~~ 
Patients went blind after appointment delays 
October 26 2019, The Times: Ben Ellery 
Fifteen hospital patients were left blind or with severe sight loss after staff shortages led to delays in their 
treatmentand A patient at the Southampton trust had to wait ten months for an appointment 
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The Times can reveal. An internal report into the treatment of glaucoma patients at University Hospital 
Southampton NHS Foundation Trust found a series of failings. 
A pregnant mother of three was left almost completely blind after the hospital delayed her appointment 
despite her pleading with staff that she was losing her sight. When the woman was seen by a consultant 
they burst into tears and told her that she was permanently blind. She has since given birth and has never 
seen her daughter’s face. 
The case has given rise to fears about problems at other trusts and the Royal College of Ophthalmologists 
has said that there is a “crisis” of a lack of trained doctors. The number of training places falls far short of 
the 230 consultant posts needed in the next two years. 
If glaucoma is treated early it is possible to prevent blindness in nearly all cases. Jim Shannon, MP, chair-
man of the all-party parliamentary group on eye health, said that the government needed to develop a na-
tional strategy to combat the problem. 
The Southampton trust decided to carry out the investigation after a patient with glaucoma had to wait 
ten months for an appointment when they should have been seen in three months. The review found that 
4,500 glaucoma patients had suffered delays. Of those, 34 were contacted for review and 15 were found 
to have been left blind or with severe sight loss. The report found that the hospital was overbooking its 
capacity for appointments by 15 per cent. At the time of the report, in June last year, the deficit was 670 
appointments a month. 

~~~~ 
Patient lives ‘at risk’ after cancer campaign scrapped to cut costs 
October 26 2019, 12:01am, The Times: Chris Smyth, Whitehall Editor 
A life-saving campaign to spot cancer early has been scrapped this year to the consternation of patients’ 
groups. Charities warned that sufferers’ chances of survival would worsen after cost-cutting led to the end 
of a regular scheme to encourage people to have worrying symptoms checked out. The government was 
accused of undermining its pledge to detect tens of thousands more cancers at a treatable stage. 
Usually two “Be Clear on Cancer” campaigns are run every year, alerting people that symptoms such as a 
persistent cough or changes in the breasts should be checked by a doctor. In recent years these have fo-
cused on cancer of the lung, prostate, bowel, breasts, ovaries, skin and throat. 
Official evaluation last year concluded that a breast cancer campaign led to a 23 per cent increase in ur-
gent GP referrals for suspected cancer and a 14 per cent increase in diagnoses. 
However, the last campaign was in July last year and Public Health England (PHE) confirmed to The 
Times that no revival was planned because of budget reductions. 

~~~~ 
Long-term funding plan to beat pothole plague 
October 28 2019, The Times: Ben Webster 
Thousands of miles of local roads could be resurfaced to prevent potholes under 
a proposal to give councils long-term funding for maintenance. 
The Department for Transport is pressing the Treasury to guarantee funding for 
several years rather than annually, as happens at present. The absence of long-
term funding stops local authorities from improving surfaces before potholes 
develop. The suggestion comes after a report in July by the Commons transport 
select committee that condemned the “national scandal” of England’s poorly 
maintained local roads. They cause almost £1 billion worth of damage to vehicles and injure more than 70 
cyclists a year, with a repair backlog that will cost up to £12 billion. 

~~~~ 
Students need to know our universities and colleges are financially healthy 
October 30 2019, the Times: Nicola Dandridge 
With more people studying for a degree than ever before, the financial health of England’s universities is 
rightly in the spotlight. New analysis today provides a health check on the 387 universities, colleges and 
more specialist providers that registered with the Office for Students — England’s higher education regu-
lator — over the last 18 months. 

~~~~ 
NHS needs 4,000 extra beds to avoid ‘trolley care’ 
October 30 2019, 12:01am, The Times: Kaya Burgess 
The NHS needs thousands of extra beds to prevent patients being subjected to “corridor care” this win-
ter, doctors have said. The Royal College of Emergency Medicine (RCEM) analysed NHS data and found 



                  PLEASE PRINT OUT AND CIRCULATE  7 

IF YOU AGREE WITH US-JOIN US 
that 4,000 to 6,000 extra beds were needed to “keep emergency departments 
moving” by ensuring that patients could be accommodated. Katherine Hender-
son, president of the college, said: “A lack of beds means that many patients 
have to wait long times in undignified conditions, often on a trolley in a corridor. 
Last year nearly a third of a million people waited for over 12 hours. No patient 
should have to experience this for even a couple of hours, let alone for over half 
a day as some do.” 
It is deemed unsafe if more than 85 per cent of available beds are occupied at any one time because this 
would leave hospitals unable to cope with surges in demand. Last winter occupancy rates hit an average of 
93.5 per cent, Dr Henderson said, adding that more than 15,000 beds, or about one in ten, had been lost 
since 2010. This summer was the worst ever in terms of the number of patients waiting more than 12 
hours for a hospital bed, she said. “This is a difficult position to be going into winter in. Without more 
beds, with appropriate nursing staffing. 
An NHS spokesman said: “The NHS will indeed be opening up thousands of beds over the next few 
months, based on the local availability of nurses and other staff. Hospitals will also be working closely with 
community health services and local authorities’ home care and care home services.” 
A Department of Health and Social Care spokesman said: “We have invested £240 million in adult social 
care to ease pressures this winter by getting patients home quicker and freeing up hospital beds across 
England.” 
Times letters 31/10/19: Sir, You report that the NHS will need 4,000 extra beds to avoid “trolley 
care”. Between April 2010 and March 2018, 14,463 NHS beds in England were closed, representing 10 
per cent of the total. During this time the population of England increased by 3.34 million. Great planning.  

~~~~ 
Rugby World Cup: Arrogant, bogus, bullying: the haka must be scrapped 
October 31 2019, theTtimes: Stephen Jones 
The haka has long been partly bonkers. It is now interminable; it takes up ages with the other team freez-
ing. It is now a means of rank bullying on and off the field, and has become a posing strut rather than a 
tribute to the Maori heritage in New Zealand. The All Blacks never translate their chant into English. The 
words are ludicrous, they would make everyone fall about laughing. Not so funny is the blatant truth that 
to sponsors and television, the haka is done for their own ends. 
Everyone fell about laughing this week anyway, when World Rugby fined the England team for failing to 
stand like a row of distant statues before the semi-final, as New Zealand made threatening gestures to-
wards them (one of the hakas concludes with a representation of the sweep of a knife across the throat). 
Instead, England advanced a few yards towards the haka and — you won’t believe this — crossed the half-
way line! My God. World Rugby said that this infringed cultural sensibilities. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
English politics: Queen’s Speech: Green watchdog will bite if ministers miss targets 
October 15 2019, The Times: Ben Webster, Environment Editor 
Plans for the Office of Environmental Protection (OEP) and new targets are set out in an environment bill 
being published today. The bill will commit the government to introducing a legally binding target to re-
duce fine particulate matter, known as PM2.5, which is the most damaging form of air pollution. The actual 
target will be set in secondary legislation later. The watchdog will take the government to court if it 
misses legally binding targets on clean air, water quality, tackling plastic pollution and protecting wildlife. 
Local authorities will be given greater powers to prevent homes from burning coal and wood, which are 
a significant source of pollution. 
The OEP’s powers will cover climate change legislation and hold the government to account on its legal 
commitment to cut greenhouse gases to net zero by 2050, working alongside the existing advisory Com-
mittee on Climate Change. There will be measures to ensure “net gain” for wildlife in new developments, 
with housebuilders required to show they have enhanced nature elsewhere to compensate for damage. 
The bill includes steps to give communities a greater say in the protection of local trees after Sheffield 
council was criticised over its tree felling. There will be a more consistent approach to recycling across 
England, a deposit return scheme for drinks containers and a mechanism for introducing a levy on single 
use plastics, similar to the carrier bag charge that could be applied to items such as takeaway cutlery. 

~~~~ 
Parents despair at special needs ‘chaos’ 
October 23 2019, The Times: Rosemary Bennett, Education Editor 



                  PLEASE PRINT OUT AND CIRCULATE  8 

IF YOU AGREE WITH US-JOIN US 
Families are being made to “wade through treacle” to get educational 
support for special needs children in a system that breeds conflict and 
despair, MPs have said. Members of the cross-party Commons educa-
tion committee rebuked the government for “presiding serenely over 
chaos” for the past five years before seeing that “things were not going 
quite as planned”. 
The Children and Families Act 2014 (It extends to England and Wales only, and applies to England only. PART 
3 Children and young people in England with special educational needs or disabilities. Ed.) was supposed to 
transform support for Send (special educational needs and disability) children by making it easier to iden-
tify their requirements. However, the government deeply underestimated how many children had special 
needs and the number of children with education, health and care plans (EHCPs) soared. Schools and 
councils struggled to fund the support. 
The law came into force at the height of school budget cuts so the authorities “passed the buck rather 
than take responsibility for providing support” the committee said. Money intended for systematic change 
was spent on “business as usual”. The MPs called for much tougher enforcement. Councils, who hold 
most of the funds, need a strict inspection framework with clear consequences for failure, they said, add-
ing that the Department for Education did not take enough responsibility for ensuring that the reforms 
were delivered. 

~~~~ 
Families forced to sell their homes in fight for special needs support 
October 26 2019, 12:01am, The Times: Jessie Hewitson 
Parents of children with special educational needs are having to sell their homes to fund legal battles to 
get the support to which they are entitled. Some are having to take local authorities to court five times to 
secure an education for their children, according to Ambitious about Autism. “We’ve spoken to parents 
who have sold their homes, lost their life savings or changed retirement plans,” Jolanta Lasota, chief ex-
ecutive of the charity, said. 
This week the Commons education committee published a report that described the SEN system as “rife 
with unlawful practice from councils. . . leaving families in debt”. A case can cost parents between £5,000 
and £30,000 in legal fees. It is possible to go to tribunal without a lawyer but “parents are disadvantaged if 
they don’t have one”, Ed Duff, an education lawyer, said. 
Jason Clark, a religious minister, remortgaged his home for £80,000 in order to take Sutton council in 
south London to court four times over support for his autistic daughter, Leah, 21. “Sutton has a policy of 
destroying families through legal action instead of paying for the support they should be providing,” he 
said. “I received an invoice for a solicitor for £17,000 for three weeks’ work. I went outside and vomited. 
Councils do things they aren’t allowed to and lawyers are the only way you can unravel it. Sutton misled 
the judge at the court case, saying our daughter was in a school she wasn’t, then saying she’d been offered 
a place she hadn’t. Each time it costs £1,000 to establish they are wrong. I’ve seen a psychiatrist for the 
past five years to help me cope.” 
Mr Duff claimed that legal fees have increased because councils hit by budget cuts are fighting cases they 
know they will lose because it delays paying up. At the end of last year The Times disclosed that councils 
had run up legal costs of £100 million fighting parents. 
Sutton council said that every child was provided with a suitable school place and it could not comment 
on individual circumstances. “School places are considered by panels of local experts and our processes 
and procedures are subject to rigorous professional review,” the spokesman added. 
The Department for Education said it had begun a review of SEN services. It said the tribunal aims to be 
“accessible, so that it should not be necessary to employ legal support”. 
Case study: Amanda Messenger has two autistic children, Cameron, 20, and Alex, 17. Taking her council 
to court four times has cost her more than £100,000, including loss of earnings for the two and a half 
years her sons were out of school. 
“Support has been taken away with no reason given and the council has tried to take my sons out of a 
special school they are doing well in to move them to a cheaper school. I have had to sell my house as 
well as spending my savings of £20,000. We haven’t had a holiday in ten years and I live in social housing. I 
feel like my life has been stolen as I’ve been in a perpetual state of anxiety over these tribunals. It feels like 
if you make the wrong chess move your whole family is going to be swallowed up.” 

~~~~ 
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Wales needs its own courts 
October 24 2019, The Times: Frances Gibb 
In its report published today, the Commission on Justice for Wales urges radical change — from the way 
that courts are run to how legal aid is allocated. Westminster cuts to the justice budget over the past dec-
ade have hit Wales hardest, the report concludes. The result is that the jurisdiction has taken second-class 
status in the allocation of limited funding. Unlike other parts of the UK, it has no control over how its jus-
tice money is spent. (sic! Ed.) 
Today’s report from a nine-strong commission, led by Lord Thomas of Cwmgiedd, is the first review of 
the justice system in Wales for more than 200 years. 
Lord Thomas told The Times: “Our finding is that the current justice system does not serve Wales well 
and we conclude that justice should be devolved to Wales. “Justice policy and delivery should be deter-
mined in Wales so that they align with health and education; determining justice policy in London treats 
justice as an island and not as central to the development of Wales as a just, fair and prosperous nation. 
The people of England, Scotland and Northern Ireland are not disadvantaged in this way.” (! Ed.) Like Scot-
land and Northern Ireland, Wales would appoint a Welsh judge to the UK Supreme Court. 

~~~~ 
Business rate regime must be replaced, MPs demand 
October 31 2019, The Times: Gurpreet Narwan, Economics Correspondent 
The government must urgently examine 
alternatives to business rates instead of 
“sticking plasters” on a system in need of 
reform, a group of MPs has warned. 
The Treasury select committee said that 
the tax placed an unfair burden on strug-
gling high street retailers and that the sys-
tem of reliefs was too bureaucratic and 
complex to function well. It called on the 
government to consider alternatives in-
cluding a land value tax, an online sales 
levy or a profits tax. 
Trade bodies welcomed the findings of 
the report. They have long called for ex-
tensive reform to the system, which they say unfairly penalises companies that need a presence in town 
centres. 
“The business rates system is broken, causing businesses and investment to flatline. It is critical 
that politicians get a grip of this unfair tax that seemingly can’t be challenged,” Mike Cherry, national chair-
man at the Federation of Small Businesses, said. 
Business rates bring in about £30 billion a year (To the UK State Government), but the committee pointed 
out that revenue had outpaced inflation since they were introduced in 1990. 
From the Institute for Government: "When all the planned changes have been implemented, the de-
volved administrations and local government will control an estimated: 43% of tax revenue in Scotland 
(including assigned VAT revenue) 21% of tax revenue collected in Wales 14% of tax revenue collected in 
Northern Ireland 9% in England, including council tax and business rates, although in both cases local gov-
ernment will continue to operate within a nationally-controlled system" (So in England 91% of our taxes go 
to the UK Government while elsewhere in the so-called United Kingdom taxes can be used for the benefit of those 
in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
England's hero: Joseph Lancaster 
 Joseph Lancaster (1778–1838) was an English Quaker and public education innovator. 
He was born the son of a shopkeeper in Southwark, south London, on 25 November 
1778. In 1798, he founded a free elementary school in Borough Road, Southwark, using a 
variant of the monitorial system. His ideas were developed simultaneously with those 
of Andrew Bell in Madras whose system was referred to as the "Madras system of edu-
cation". The method of instruction and delivery is recursive. As one student learns the 
material he or she is rewarded for successfully passing on that information to the next 
pupil. This method is now commonly known as peer tutoring, but the economics of Lan- Joseph Lancaster, 

by John Hazlitt, c. 1818 
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caster's or Bell's methodology is not widely discussed. The use of monitors was prompted partly by a need 
to avoid the cost of assistant teachers.  
Lancaster wrote Improvements in Education in 1803 and later travelled to the United States to lecture and 
promote his ideas. The height of popularity of his system came in the first decades of the 19th century. In 
1818 Joseph Lancaster helped to start the first model school in Philadelphia to train teachers to imple-
ment his system. The year 1808 saw the creation of "The Society for Promoting the Lancasterian System 
for the Education of the Poor". 
Despite initial successes, the Lancasterian schools were criticized for poor standards and harsh discipline 
even by contemporary standards.  Although Lancaster had rejected corporal punishment, misbehaving chil-
dren might find themselves tied up in sacks, or hoisted above the classroom in cages. The poet Robert 
Southey noted that, despite his opposition to corporal punishment, he would rather be beaten than sub-
jected to Lancasterian discipline. 
Lancaster fell out with "The Society" over a number of issues. While poor financial management was osten-
sibly the reason for the clash (he became bankrupt and was imprisoned in a sponging house for debt), his 
colleagues had also discovered that Lancaster had been privately beating a number of the boys with whom 
he worked. He was forcibly ejected from the society, which renamed itself the British and Foreign School 
Society (BFSS).  Although the BFSS was to be widely successful in the early part of the 19th century, the 
waning popularity of monitorial methods during the 1820s and 1830s meant that the body soon became a 
conventional school society.  
A number of schools using his system were established in Lower Canada before he settled there in 1828. 
He opened a school in Montreal, but his attempts to obtain funding floundered and he moved back to the 
United States. Another school existed for some time in Nyon, Switzerland. Reflecting the fact that Simon 
Bolivar visited his teacher training college in 1810 and resolved to send two Venezuelan teachers to be 
educated there, there is at least one school in Venezuela that retains Lancaster's name. A school was set up 
in Caracas, and when Simon Bolivar was president of Colombia he invited Lancaster to come there, prom-
ising $20,000 for the education of the children of the city. Lancaster stayed from 1825 to 1827 in Caracas 
and married there, with Bolivar presiding over the wedding; however, the two fell out over the non-
payment of the promised sum. Other schools were established by his followers in Santa Fe de Bogota, Co-
lombia, in Quito, Ecuador and in Lima, Peru. He also started a school in Baltimore, but it was financially un-
successful. 
In Mexico, Lancaster's pedagogy was implemented in the last years of the colonial regime and gained rapid 
acceptance. Beginning in 1822, the compañía Lancasteriana operated public schools throughout Mexico 
with generous support of philanthropists, gaining official support in 1843 until 1890 when a series of edu-
cational reforms replaced it with the Pestalozzian or Oswego method of object lessons. 
Lancaster died on 23 October 1838 in New York City from injuries sustained after being run over by a 
horse carriage. At the time of his death, between 1,200 and 1,500 schools were said to use his principles.  
There is only one Lancasterian schoolroom, built to the exacting specifications of Lancaster himself, re-
maining in the world. It is at the British Schools Museum, in Hitchin, Hertfordshire, England. 
Joseph Lancaster's descendants still live in Mexico. . 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
England's history: "The Model Parliament"  
The Model Parliament is the term, attributed to Frederic William Maitland, an English historian and law-
yer, used for the 1295 Parliament of England of King Edward I. This assembly in-
cluded members of the clergy and the aristocracy, as well as representatives from 
the various counties and boroughs. Each county returned two knights, 
two burgesses were elected from each borough, and each city provided two citizens. 
This composition became the model for later parliaments, hence the name.  
A similar scheme had been used in summoning Simon de Montfort's Parliament in 
1265. That parliament, however, had been called by Simon de Montfort in the midst 
of the Second Barons' War against Henry III of England; that the same scheme should 
be adopted by a king (Henry's son and heir, who had quelled Montfort's uprising) 
was remarkable. 
Edward I summoned the parliament on 13 November 1295. In calling the parliament, 
Edward proclaimed in his writ of summons, "what touches all, should be approved of 
all, and it is also clear that common dangers should be met by measures agreed upon 
in common." At the time, Parliament's legislative authority was limited and its primary role was to levy 
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taxes. Edward's paramount goal in summoning the parliament was to raise funds for his wars, specifically 
planned campaigns against the French and the Scots for the upcoming year, and countering an insurgency 
in Wales. This "sound finance" by taxation was a goal of summoning the parliament, but it was tied into 
"counsel" to the king and "the element of service" for feudalism.  
However, the resulting parliament became a model for a new function as well: the addressing of grievances 
with the king. "The elected members were far more anxious to establish the second function: to discuss 
grievances. A kind of quid pro quo was looked for: money for the Scottish campaign of 1296 would be 
forthcoming if certain grievances were addressed. This consciousness was growing, even if all was still in an 
embryonic state." The concept of "Parliament" was, in fact, such that the division into House of Com-
mons and House of Lords had not yet taken place; the Model Parliament was unicameral, summoning 49 
lords to sit with 292 representatives of the Commons.  
The Model Parliament created a precedent, whereby each "successor of a baron" (which includes Lords 
Spiritual) who received a writ to the parliament of 1295 "had a legal right to receive a writ." However, that 
strictly hereditary right was not recognised formally until 1387.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
English culture: The Gunpowder Plot 
As quoted by Alan Moore in V for Vendetta: Of all the plots and conspiracies that ever entered into the 
mind of man, the Gunpowder plot stands pre-eminent in horror and wickedness. The singular persever-
ance of the conspirators is shown by the fact, that so early as in Lent of the year 1603, Robert Catesby, 
who appears to have been the prime mover of the plot, in a conversation with Thomas Wintour and John 
Wright, first broke with them about a design for delivering England from her bondage, and to replant the 
Catholic religion. 
“to blow you Scotch beggars back to your native mountains.” 
Remark as quoted in "Gunpowder Treason and Plot" (1976) by Cyril Northcote Parkinson. It was said in 
response to one of the lords of the King's Privy Chamber, who had asked what Fawkes intended to do 
with such a large amount of gunpowder. 
It is Guy Fawkes who is remembered today and King James who is forgotten. For since that time, the Fifth 
of November in England, has been devoted to Fireworks. From 1605 till 1939 every village green in the 
shires had a bonfire on Guy Fawkes' Day. In peacetime it is celebrated with bonfires on the greens, fire-
works in the parks and the carrying of "guys" through the streets. "Guys" are stuffed, straw figures of un-
popular persons; and after they have been shown to everybody they are burnt in the bonfires amid great 
acclamation. The children black their faces and put on comical clothes, and go about begging for a Penny 
for the Guy. Only the very meanest people refuse to give pennies and these are always visited by Extreme 
Bad Luck. 
Traditional rhymes are  recited on Guy Fawkes Night: 
Remember, remember the Fifth of November, 
The Gunpowder Treason and Plot, 
I know of no reason 
Why the Gunpowder Treason 
Should ever be forgot. 
Guy Fawkes, Guy Fawkes, t’was his intent 
To blow up the King and Parli’ment. 
Three-score barrels of powder below 
To prove old England’s overthrow; 
By God’s providence he was catch’d 
With a dark lantern and burning match. 
Holla boys, Holla boys, let the bells ring. 
Holloa boys, holloa boys, God save the King! 
And what should we do with him? Burn him! 
Variant: 
Please to remember, 
The Fifth of November, 
Gunpowder, treason and plot; 
I see no reason why gunpowder treason 
Should ever be forgot. 
Rather than reminding us to commemorate the date, other rhymes urge mischief. The 
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exuberant devilry expressed in those rhymes describes a real behaviour – the theft of broomsticks out of 
which to construct an effigy was a common problem for Victorian households in North Yorkshire  – and 
impish pranks and riotous cavorting through the streets became so associated with the day before fifth 
November that it has in the UK usurped Mayday as Mischief Night, with the ex post facto explanation that 
this the night the Gunpowder plotters made final their plans. Most of the rhymes describe fairly harmless 
activites associated with Bonfire Night like begging for kindling, food and pennies, but some are darker, 
and reveal the religious animosity at the heart of the Gunpowder Plot. 
There are countless version of ‘Remember, Remember…’, It’s impossible to know who first spoke the 
words that have become so familiar to us, or who first wrote them down. We can deduce that the rhyme 
has maintained its popularity through the centuries because of how often the refrain is borrowed.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Promotion: walnut/nut growers 
The English walnut, Juglans regia, has been in England since the time of the Romans, and they have 
been cultivated here ever since. These islands were at the northern edge of the tree's range, lacking 
enough warmth and sun to promote the best harvest of nuts and timber. 
The tree's other name – Persian walnut – gives a better clue to its origins. In 
Asia there are walnut forests. The tree was only later called the English walnut 
but you would have to go a long way these days to find anyone farming walnuts. 
The walnut is an edible nut often encased in a smooth green husk and mainly 
grown in California, France and Italy, but are increasingly grown in the UK. It is 
said that a vast number of walnut trees were felled for their wood especially dur-
ing WWI For rifle butts. Their Walnuts have been specially selected by Potash 
Farm for quality, size, ease of cracking, and good flavour. 
As the UK's climate warms, the name English walnut is becoming more appropriate. Shorter winters and 
more sunshine are providing perfect growing and fruiting conditions. Some nurseries are offering as many 
as 30 varieties of walnut, some for the quality of their nuts and some for timber or ornament. Commer-
cial producers of nuts can be found in East Anglia and Kent. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Recipe:  Waldorf salad 
A Waldorf salad is a fruit and nut salad generally made of fresh celery , ap-
ples, walnuts, and grapes, dressed in mayonnaise, and traditionally served on 
a bed of lettuce as an appetizer or a light meal. The apples, celery, and grapes 
can all be green, which harmonizes the color palette of the dish. 
Waldorf salad is named for the Waldorf-Astoria hotel in New York City, 
where it was first created for a charity ball given in honor of the St. Mary's 
Hospital for Children on March 14, 1896. The Waldorf-Astoria's maître d'hô-
tel, Oscar Tschirky, developed or inspired many of the hotel's signature 
dishes and is widely credited with creating the salad recipe. In 1896, the salad 
appeared in The Cook Book by "Oscar of the Waldorf". 
The original recipe was just apples, celery, and mayonnaise. It did not contain nuts, but they had been 
added by the time the recipe appeared in The Rector Cook Book in 1928.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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