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WHERE?   England 

 

Scotland 

 

Wales 

 

NI 

 

WHAT? Each prescription £9.00 FREE FREE FREE 

  Age over 65 personal care costs 
available 

No Yes No No 

  University student grants/bursaries 
available 

None £1,875 and 
free tuition 

£1,000 £3,475 

  Non concessionary eye tests Charged FREE Charged Charged 

  Non concessionary dental checks Charged FREE Charged Charged 

  Hospital parking Charged Most FREE FREE Charged 

  Congestion charges YES NO NO NO 

  Workplace parking tax YES Soon? NO NO 

HOW? UK Government funding per head 
2017-2018 

£8,898 £10,651 £10,076 £11,042 

WHEN? UK % annual funding average 2017-
2018 

-3 +16 +10 +23 

 
WHY? Unlike Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, England does not have a national Parliament to influ-
ence the UK Parliament and government.  
 
WHO? MPs in the UK Parliament and government do not represent the interests of England! 
 

There is no voice for England in the UK 
No Parliament No Voice! 
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Editorial: Last month we 
reported the latest figures to 
be published by the UK Gov-
ernment’s Office for National 
Statistics. This month’s fron-
tispiece demonstrates the 
disparity in services that we 
in England receive courtesy 
of the UK Government compared with what the 
rest of the UK can fund its citizens. Although not 
exactly ‘campaigning for England’ I have included 
an article by Ed Conway from the Times of De-
cember 2017. It seems appropriate! Of course 
since 1998 the rest of the UK has been semi-
detached. As ever there are reports too numer-
ous to include of how we and our country are 
overlooked from the potholed state of our roads, 
legal delays, killer NHS sandwiches, air pollution, 
schools and the environment. Included are other 
examples of how the infrastructure of England is 
in a state of collapse because of lack of funding 
and the pressure of increasing population.  
There were three days of reports in the British 
newspapers of Scotland’s deficits compared with 
its funding. However the situation in Wales and 
Northern Ireland is far worse which means that 
we, in England, are paying for the devolved admini-
strations’ spending while getting the least funding 
as our August newsletter illustrated.  
We do not express an opinion on Brexit but both 
Leavers and Remainers agree that we have been 
betrayed by a useless UK Parliament that is only 
interested in preserving itself. 
This month we celebrate the life of Vice-Admiral 
William Bligh who a history graduate of my ac-
quaintance thought was just a fiction portrayed by 
Marlon Brando! Campaign for an English Parliament 

Aims, Principles and Policies. 
 

We campaign for an English Parliament, meaning a parliament 
for the people of England, for whom England is their cho-
sen or inherited home and who are legally entitled to 
vote.   

  
We campaign for an English Parliament with powers at least 

as great as those of Scotland’s, i.e. a Parliament and Ex-
ecutive (Government) that can make Acts (primary legis-
lation) on the same domestic issues (e.g. health, welfare & 
education) that are devolved to the Scottish Parliament.  

  
The CEP works with academics, business groups, trades un-

ions, think tanks and the media to create the conditions 
whereby UK MPs see that there is no alternative to the 
re-establishment of the English Parliament.  

  
The CEP is a pressure group. It is not a political party. It does 

not contest elections.  
 
The CEP is not and will not be affiliated to or formally linked 

with any political party 

Please sign up on the website via the dialogue box 
shown below and increase our follower numbers. 

Follow the CEP via Email 

Enter your email address to follow this blog and receive 
notifications of new posts by email. 

Join other followers 

 

 

RECOMMENDED READING: The Lore of 
the Land: A guide to England's Legends by Jennifer 
Westwood and Jacqueline Simpson published by 
Penguin Books 
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Campaigning for England : The UK is becoming a disunited kingdom 
Ed Conway 
Were economists left to their own devices, there would be no such country as the 
United Kingdom.  
London would be hived off as a city state and a wall built around the M25. North-
ern Ireland would be reunited with the Republic. Scotland would be merged with 
the northwest of England while the rest of the country would become a kind of 
rump principality. 
On the one hand, this tells you all you need to know about economists’ relationship 
with the real world. But it also underlines that most nation states are imperfect 
constructs, the UK being the ultimate example. On the basis of regional economic 
output, wages, productivity, synchronicity of business cycles and so on, it should 
not really hang together. In terms of what economists call “optimal currency area” theory, a synthesis of 
such benchmarks, the UK’s constituent parts are in many ways less well-suited to share a currency than 
the members of the euro. 
We have spent so much time talking about the single market on the other side of the Channel that we 
have rather forgotten to examine our own. But in the wake of this week’s drama over the Irish border, 
which hinged on whether Northern Ireland should commit to continued “regulatory alignment” with the 
EU, it is worth revising the question. 
When the DUP leader Arlene Foster said she could not accept “any form of regulatory divergence which 
separates Northern Ireland economically or politically from the rest of the UK”, what did she actually 
mean? Did she mean Northern Ireland should align with England? Or with Scotland, whose regulations 
partly reflect a separate legal system? Or with Wales, which may soon get its own legal system too? 
In any case, she is already too late. Northern Ireland’s energy system is now more integrated with the Re-
public than with the rest of the UK. Its regulations for the rental property market more closely resemble 
those in continental Europe than in England, where it is far easier to turf out tenants. And, in perhaps the 
grandest possible gesture of economic alignment, Mrs Foster herself is still quietly pushing to cut North-
ern Ireland’s corporation tax rate to 12.5 per cent, bang in line with the Republic’s. 
To fixate on the border is to miss the more intriguing trend here  
There are many levers of economic alignment: taxes, tariffs, product standards and customs arrangements. 
But on almost every front, Northern Ireland is edging closer to its immediate neighbour. The land border 
between the two is in some respects softer than the one between Belfast and London. Cattle can roam 
across the frontier but are subject to checks when they cross into the rest of Britain. You can walk your 
dog over the land border without any checks, but if you took the ferry from Dublin to Holyhead you’d be 
stopped and asked for a pet passport and proof of a recent rabies vaccination. 
Partly this is down to the Good Friday Agreement, a legal fudge which, for reasons far more profound 
than anything economic, effectively eliminated the Irish border. But mostly it is down to membership of 
the single market and customs union, which negates the need for most border checks, though it doesn’t 
prevent smuggling. 
It is hard to see a way around this quandary. If the UK is to leave the single market or customs union, 
more checks will be necessary on both sides. However, to fixate on the border is to miss the more in-
triguing trend here. Northern Ireland is not the only part of the UK becoming less like the rest of the 
country. Having spent much of post-war history centralising power, eliminating local taxes and nationalis-
ing local welfare systems into the national welfare state, the UK has spent most of the past couple of dec-
ades devolving power back to the regions. 
The NHS has been split back into four. The education system in Scotland continues to diverge. Prescrip-
tion charges have been abolished everywhere but England. Right to buy has been shelved in Scotland, 
even as it is extended in England. The point is that the UK single market is far from monolithic. Indeed, 
since devolution, it has frayed more than ever before. 
Whatever the logic, devolved administrations often found it more palatable to implement rules coming 
from Brussels than Westminster. 
After Brexit, all of that changes. EU law becomes UK law. But how to disperse those powers around a 
country which is itself disintegrating? Brexit may not be the issue that breaks up the UK. But it is unlikely 
to help. 
Ed Conway is economics editor of Sky News 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Current English Affairs that should be governed by an English Parliament 
Rules to protect ancient woods ignored' 
Times 1/8/19 
Protections brought in to save ancient woodland and trees from developers are. not being fully implemented 
by councils, the Woodland Trust has said. Changes made a year ago to the national planning policy framework 
state that "development resulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats (such as ancient wood-
land or ancient or veteran trees) should be refused, unless there are wholly exceptional reasons". 
The Woodland Trust said that caravan parks, tea rooms and chicken farms have been approved which are leading 
to the loss of and damage to ancient woodlands and trees. Abi Bunker. of the Woodland Trust said it was heart-
breaking" that "too many councils and developers.., are not implementing the level of protection" the policy af-
forded. 
Judith Blake, a spokeswoman for the Local Government Association, said councils were determined to protect 
ancient woods while "not restricting development in cases where it would have significant public benefits’. 

~~~~ 
Councils sue pubs and retailers struggling to pay rates 
Times, 5/8/19 
Councils are suing 750 shops, pubs and other companies a day for failing to pay business rates. About one 
in ten were sued over the past year, according to Altus Group, the commercial property company. 
Shops, pubs, restaurants and offices have called for discounted rates. The group said that the figures high-
lighted the cost pressures faced by British [sic!] (The Times should say English as business rates are devolved. Ed.) 
businesses, as about 190,000 were taken to court for non payment of rates during the last financial year. The 
data revealed that 9.8 per cent of all non-domestic premises were issued summons by local councils. During 
the year to March 2019, businesses in the Richmond and Wandsworth councils’ area of southwest and 
south London were affected most severely, with more than a quarter being taken to court, followed by 
23.3 per cent in Islington, northeast London. Other struggling regions included Middlesbrough, Liverpool 
and Bracknell in Berkshire. 

~~~~ 
Top universities save final spaces for wealthy international students 
August 12 2019, The Times: Nicola Woolcock, Education Correspondent | Ryan Watts 
Teenagers getting their A-level results on Thursday will find that almost 1,000 courses at Russell Group 
universities are not available to them, reserved for overseas students who pay higher fees than British un-
dergraduates and those from the wider EU. 
At the end of last week the Ucas Clearing page showed 4,611 courses at the elite universities for appli-
cants living in England, compared with 5,505 for international candidates. International students are a 
lucrative source of revenue for universities. Institutions can charge only £9,250 for British students, but 
double or treble that for those from outside the EU. 
Bristol University is offering a BSc in biochemistry that is open at present only to international students. It 
charges £22,300 a year. Bristol had 241 courses available to international students on Friday, compared 
with 134 for those from the UK. Manchester University has a BA in economics and politics that is avail-
able only to students from overseas, for £22,000 a year. The university had 204 courses open to appli-
cants from the UK and 313 for international students. 
Birmingham University had nine courses for UK candidates and 184 for international students. At Leeds 
University it was 267 compared with 326, and at York it was 171 compared with 210. 
Caps on student numbers were lifted several years ago but some universities may have filled self-imposed 
quotas of home students and need more lucrative overseas applicants to subsidise the degree. 
Alan Smithers, director of the centre for education and employment research at the University of Buck-
ingham, said “Universities are supposed to develop and foster talent that can compete around the world. 
That would require [more] government funding and for universities to be chasing the best talent rather 
than the fees different students bring with them.” 

~~~~ 
The Times view on the power failure across homes and the rail network:  
August 17 2019, The Times: LEADING ARTICLE 
It should never have happened and the operators and regulators must explain how it did 
A million homes were left without power, while train networks were paralysed, in the eve-
ning rush hour on Friday last week. These were cumulatively Britain’s (England’s. Ed.) worst 
blackouts in more than a decade, removing about 5 per cent of the country’s power supplies. 
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National Grid is the company responsible for keeping power supplies working and it failed in its task. It 
submitted an interim report yesterday to Ofgem, the energy regulator, which sought to spread the blame. 
It is probably true that there was no single factor responsible for the power outage. Yet it is vital that the 
regulator and the government explain how an initial power cut escalated into chaos and disruption. The 
utility sector is already under sustained criticism for its standards of service and pricing.  
The blackouts happened because of the simultaneous shutdown at a gas-fired power station, at Little Bar-
ford in Bedfordshire, owned by the German utility RWE, and an offshore wind farm at Hornsea, off the 
east coast of England, owned by the Danish energy provider Orsted. Within minutes, the failure at these 
two facilities escalated into a huge power outage. 
The grid‘s immediate imbalance caused by the failure of two plants was intensified by a succession of fur-
ther shutdowns. It is not clear why these further plants had settings so sensitive that made them trip off, 
nor why National Grid lacked the back-up to compensate for these shutdowns. It has long been known in 
the energy sector that a greater reliance on renewables makes the frequency more volatile, yet planning 
was plainly inadequate to cope with the possibility of failure. 
There are also questions for the train operators. Govia Thameslink’s Siemens trains all tripped off because 
of the fall in frequency. That is not a fault of the operator, but more than 20 trains then could not be re-
started manually. The technology of the trains themselves failed, causing long delays. 

~~~~ 
Social care for older people 'near collapse' 
Times 31/8/19 
The government must substantially invest in the social care system to avert the risk of a 
"total collapse" in the worst-affected areas, a charity has said. Health and social care ser-
vices were operating in a "perfect storm of limited financial resources, significant work-
force challenges and increasingly complex population needs", Age UK said. 
In a new report, Health and Care of Older People in England 2019, the charity said that social care remained stuck in 
"purgatory" while demand rose daily. It is calling for Sajid Javid, the chancellor, to allocate a significant sum to 
local authorities in the spending review next week as an "essential first step". Caroline Abrahams, of Age 
UK, said government intervention was imperative to stop the "spiralling decline". 
She said: "The story is very simple: demand is going up but funding and supply are going down, leaving increas-
ing numbers of older people to fend for themselves, rely on loved ones or pay through the nose via a hefty 
stealth tax without which many care homes would not stay afloat. In some places it is becoming impossible to 
source care, however much money you have." 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
English politics: England pays for the semi-detached rUK! 
Nicola Sturgeon accused of going 'into hiding' to avoid her government's figures on 
Scotland's deficit 
20 August 2019 , Telegraph  Simon Johnson, Scottish political editor 
Nicola Sturgeon has been accused of going "into hiding" to avoid the publication of her government's fig-
ures showing how much weaker Scotland's finances are than the UK's. For the first time since she became 
First Minister in 2014, she will not appear at the launch on Wednesday of the annual Government Expen-
diture and Revenue Scotland (Gers) statistics showing the scale of the country's deficit. 
The Scottish Tories and Unionist groups accused of her of running scared of figures that she fears will 
"expose even more holes in her plan for Scottish separation." They pointed out Ms Sturgeon, who wants 
another independence referendum next year, has found time to make a series of appearances at Edin-
burgh's fringe and book festivals. 
Last year's Gers report showed Scotland ran up a £13 billion deficit in 2017/18, proportionally four times 
the UK's. It also disclosed a record "Union dividend" of nearly £1,900 for every man, woman and child in 
Scotland. Although Ms Sturgeon's growth commission has unveiled a new blueprint for a separate Scotland 
to reduce its deficit, the Institute for Fiscal Studies has warned it would mean a "continuation of austerity." 
Last year's figures showed total public spending in Scotland rose to a record £13,530 per person, com-
pared to £11,954 across the UK as a whole. But an average of only £11,052 per person was generated in 
taxes north of the Border, compared to the UK-wide figure of £11,358. The UK Government said these 
two differences combined showed the Union was worth £1,882 for each person in Scotland. 
Mr Forde (comedian) used his interview with Ms Sturgeon during an Edinburgh fringe discussion event to 
ask her about a man with a banner on the Royal Mile saying 'England get out of Scotland.' A banner 
with the same slogan was unfurled by nationalists outside last month's Tory leadership hustings in Perth.  
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Scotland's deficit more than half the UK total in blow to Nicola Stur-
geon independence case 
21 August 2019, Telegraph:  Simon Johnson, Scottish political editor 
The annual Government Expenditure and Revenue Scotland (GERS) showed total pub-
lic spending in Scotland was £75.3 billion in 2018/19 but the country only raised £62.7 billion in revenues. 
The 2018/19 report showed the £12.6 billion deficit was the equivalent of more than half the £23.5 billion 
recorded for the entire UK, despite Scotland having only 8.3 per cent of the population. (Moreover it is 
treated as if it had 10% and so receives even more funds than entitled to under the infamous 1979 Barnett fund-
ing formula. Ed.) 
It is equivalent to seven per cent of Scotland's GDP, a slight improvement on the previous year but more 
than six times higher than the UK-wide figure of only 1.1 per cent. Scotland's deficit also dwarfs every EU 
member state, with Cyprus (4.8 per cent) and Romania (three per cent) having the next largest deficits. 
Derek Mackay, the SNP's Finance Minister, insisted Scots getting £1,661 per head more public spending 
than the UK average while paying £307 less tax did not represent a good deal. 
But the Tories and Alister Jack, the new Scottish Secretary, said that together the two figures combined 
to form a "Union dividend" of almost £2,000 per person. 
Mr Jack said: "Today’s GERS figures show clearly how Scotland benefits from being part of a strong UK 
with every man, woman and child in Scotland receiving a ‘Union dividend’ of nearly £2,000 a year." 
Total public spending for Scotland was estimated at £75.3 billion, an increase of 2.5 per cent on last year 
and the equivalent of £13,854 per person. This is 13.6 per cent more than the £12,193 average spend 
across the UK as a whole. The spending gap increased from 12.7 per cent the previous year. 
The report estimated total public sector revenue in Scotland as £62.7 billion, including a geographical 
share of North Sea oil and gas. This is the equivalent of £11,531 per person in Scotland, compared to the 
UK average revenue of £11,838. Scotland's deficit fell from the £13.8 billion recorded in 2017/8, when it 
was proportionally four times higher than the UK figure 
David Phillips, IFS associate director, said England was running a budget surplus of around £11 billion a 
year, while Scotland and Wales have deficits of about £13 billion each and Northern Ireland £9 billion. 
Although he objected to the term "Union dividend", he said it was "reasonable" to point out there was a a 
"net fiscal transfer" from the rest of the UK (which means England. Ed.) to Scotland worth £1,968 per per-
son. 

~~~~ 
Scottish spending on public services is £1,600 HIGHER per person than the UK average as 
Scotland spends £12.6 BILLION more than it generates in tax prompting critics to demand 
Nicola Sturgeon take action to fix her budget 'black hole' 
22/8/19 MailOnline: By Jack Maidment, Deputy Political Editor  
The Scottish First Minister has said she wants to hold a second independence referendum by 2021.  
But her critics believe the figures released today show Scotland would struggle to maintain existing public 
expenditure if it was on its own, meaning there would likely have to be service cuts.  
Scottish Secretary Alister Jack said 'These Scottish Government figures also show there would be a £12.6 
billion black hole at the centre of an independent Scotland's finances. 'Real questions need to be asked about 
the First Minister's stewardship of the country's economy. 'With Scotland's deficit now more than six times 
greater than the UK average, the Scottish Government needs to take action.' 
Scottish Labour leader Richard Leonard added: 'These figures underline the importance to Scotland's vital 
public services like our NHS of remaining part of the UK. 'A stand-alone Scotland would have one of the 
biggest fiscal deficits in the developed world, and the SNP's shock treatment plan to close it is by dumping 
the pound and imposing unprecedented levels of austerity.' 
Scottish Conservative finance spokesman Murdo Fraser urged the First Minister to 'take indyref2 off the ta-
ble'. 'These figures reveal an enormous gap between what Scotland spends and what it raises in tax,' he 
said. 'We can have much higher spending in Scotland on public services thanks only to fiscal transfers from 
the rest of the UK (England! Ed.), now worth £2,000 for every man, woman and child in Scotland. 
Total public sector expenditure for Scotland in 2018-19 was estimated to be £75.3 billion, an increase of 2.5 
per cent on last year and equivalent to 9.3 per cent of total UK public sector expenditure.  

~~~~ 
Why Scotland's huge deficit means that numbers for independence don't add up 
 23 AUGUST 2019 , Telegraph:  Tom Rees  
Which country in the developed world has the biggest budget shortfall? A black hole in the public finances 
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larger than the likes of Italy and the rest of southern Europe, bigger than the US under 
spendthrift Donald Trump and double that of debt-ridden Japan. That dubious honour 
would go to Scotland if it were an independent country.  While the UK’s deficit almost 
halved to 1.1pc of GDP in 2018/19, the figure for Scotland fell 1.1 percentage points to a 
still eye-watering 7pc. 
Momentum is gathering behind Nicola Sturgeon and the SNP’s renewed push for independ-
ence, but the huge budget black hole questions whether Scotland’s spending could be sus-
tainable if it broke away. 
Scotland is not unusual in having a large deficit among Britain’s regions. The UK is increas-
ingly reliant on large surpluses built up in London and the South of England. Scotland has a similar deficit 
per person to the north of England, while Northern Ireland and Wales have an even higher shortfall per 
person. The large surpluses in the capital and South of England are “used to transfer funding to the Mid-
lands, the North, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland”, explains David Phillips at the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies. 
However, Scotland is unusual in that its deficit has been created by higher spending rather than signifi-
cantly lower tax revenue. “The reason that the North, Wales and Northern Ireland have big deficits is 
largely because they have lower tax revenues because they are poorer than the average part of the UK,” 
he says.  
“In Scotland, it’s not really that. Tax revenue per person is a little bit below the UK average but spending 
is substantially above the UK average. That’s largely funded by the block grant from Westminster. Scot-
land has historically received more per person going back decades.” 
Each nation of the UK receives a block grant, which is tweaked using the Barnett formula. Running such a 
high deficit when independent “would not be sustainable”, Phillips says. 
Scotland proportionally spends more on a number of areas, such as transport, higher education, social 
care and economic development, he explains. Flagship SNP policies, such as free personal care for the eld-
erly and no university tuition fees, have been pricey.  
Thomas Pugh at Capital Economics warns that Scotland would have to make “some very tough budget 
decisions” if they had similar levels of funding to the rest of the UK. 
Oil revenues used to “make the figures add up” but they are “nowhere near where they used to be”, Pugh 
says. Revenue from crude has plunged from up to £9bn in the years just before the first independence 
referendum to below £2bn. 
While the bumper oil revenue has dwindled, Brexit and the threat of a disorderly departure from the EU 
have boosted the pro-independence campaign in remain-backing Scotland. Supporters argue that an inde-
pendent Scotland would benefit economically from rejoining the EU. 

~~~~ 
Nicola Sturgeon's deputy accused of proposing austerity for independent Scotland 
deeper than Greece's 
23 AUGUST 2019 , Telegraph:  Simon Johnson, Scottish political editor 
Nicola Sturgeon's SNP deputy has been accused of backing an austerity programme deeper than that pur-
sued by Greece or George Osborne to get an independent Scotland's huge deficit down. 
The Tories and Labour seized on claims by Keith Brown that Scotland's overdraft could be reduced to 
three per cent of GDP within three years of independence. 
The SNP deputy leader argued the target, a requirement for any country wanting to join the EU, could be 
met through increased tax receipts and reducing spending on defence and debt. 
But Scottish Government figures published this week show the deficit is currently seven per cent of GDP, 
more than six times that for the UK as a whole and far higher than any EU member state. 
The Tories said Mr Brown's target would require £7.2 billion of cuts to spending on public services, such 
as schools and hospitals, and further tax increases. 
Richard Leonard, the Scottish Labour leader, said the target was also more "draconian" than the cuts the 
EU imposed on Greece in the wake of the financial crisis, which also saw its deficit reduced by half after 
five years. 
Mr Brown's analysis was based on the SNP's Growth Commission blueprint, which proposed cutting the 
Scottish overdraft to three per cent within a decade, by curtailing public spending rises to 0.5 per cent in 
real terms. But it was published the day after an Oxford University study warned that the commission's 
report was based on a series of unlikely assumptions and "suffers seriously from over-optimism." 
Professor Jim Gallagher said the huge financial gap left by the end of "fiscal transfers" from the rest of the 
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UK would require heavy borrowing and the cost of servicing the debt would "require large cuts in public 
services." 
“The SNP’s plan to leave the UK is based on a prospectus of shock austerity on Scotland twinned with 
ditching the pound for a separate currency." 
But, writing in the independence-supporting National newspaper, Mr Brown highlighted the Growth Com-
mission's claim an independent Scotland would start life with a six per cent deficit. This would be reduced 
by 1.5 per cent by cutting defence spending and debt, he added. 

~~~~ 
Union dividend is worth £2,000 a year to every Scot 
Times 22/8/19: Kieran Andrews Scottish Political Editor 
Scots have each received a £1,968 "Union dividend" for staying in the United Kingdom, new figures reveal. 
Scotland's national fiscal deficit, if separated from the rest of the UK, would be 7 per cent of total economic 
output — the largest shortfall anywhere in Europe. Despite the gap reducing year-on-year,  
Public spending in Scotland was £75.3 billion, with taxes raising £62.7 billion, in 2018-19. The £12.6 billion-
difference was an improvement on the £13.4 billion deficit in 2017-18. 
Derek Mackay, the Scottish government's finance secretary, claimed the results showed that "Scotland's econ-
omy and public finances are strong". 
His opinion was branded "fanciful" by John McLaren, an economist who runs the Scottish Trends website. Mr 
McLaren said that while Scotland's 7.8 per cent share of revenues, excluding oil, was slightly less than its 8.2 per 
cent share of the population, its expenditure was far higher at 9.3 per cent. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
England's hero:  

Vice-Admiral William Bligh FRS (9 September 1754 – 7 December 1817) was an 
officer of the Royal Navy and a colonial administrator. The Mutiny on the 
Bounty occurred during his command of HMS Bounty in 1789; after being set adrift 
in Bounty's launch by the mutineers, Bligh and his loyal men reached Timor, a jour-
ney of 3,618 nautical miles (6,700 km; 4,160 mi). 
Seventeen years after the Bounty mutiny, on 13 August 1806, he was ap-
pointed Governor of New South Wales in Australia, with orders to clean up the 
corrupt rum trade of the New South Wales Corps.  
William Bligh was born on 9 September 1754, but it is not clear where. It is likely 
that he was born in Plymouth, Devon, as he was baptised at St Andrew's Church, 
Plymouth on 4 October 1754, where Bligh's father, Francis (1721–1780), was serv-

ing as a customs officer. Bligh's ancestral home of Tinten Manor near St Tudy near Bodmin, Cornwall, is 
also a possibility. Bligh was signed for the Royal Navy at age seven, at a time when it was common to sign 
on a "young gentleman" simply to gain, or at least record, the experience at sea required for a commis-
sion. In 1770, at age 16, he joined HMS Hunter as an able seaman, the term used because there was no 
vacancy for a midshipman. He became a midshipman the following year.  
In 1776, Bligh was selected by Captain James Cook (1728–1779), for the position of sailing mas-
ter of Resolution and accompanied Cook in July 1776 on Cook's third voyage to the Pacific Ocean, during 
which Cook was killed. Bligh received praise from Cook during what would be the latter's final voyage. 
Bligh returned to England at the end of 1780 and was able to supply details of Cook's last voyage. 
Bligh married Elizabeth Betham, daughter of a customs collector (stationed in Douglas, Isle of Man), on 4 
February 1781. The wedding took place at nearby Onchan. A few days later, he was appointed to serve 
on HMS Belle Poule as master (senior warrant officer responsible for navigation). Soon after this, in Au-
gust 1781, he fought in the Battle of Dogger Bank under Admiral Parker, which won him his commission 
as a lieutenant. For the next 18 months, he was a lieutenant on various ships. He also fought with Lord 
Howe at Gibraltar in 1782. 
Between 1783 and 1787, Bligh was a captain in the merchant service. In the early 1780s Bligh became ac-
quainted with a young man named Fletcher Christian (1764–1793), who was eager to learn navigation from 
him. Bligh took Christian under his wing, and the two became friends. Bligh served on three of the same 
ships on which Fletcher Christian also served simultaneously in his naval career. 
In 1787, Bligh took command of Bounty. In order to win a premium offered by the Royal Society, he first 
sailed to Tahiti to obtain breadfruit trees. The voyage to Tahiti was difficult. After trying unsuccessfully for 
a month to go west by rounding South America and Cape Horn, Bounty was finally defeated by the noto-
riously stormy weather and opposite winds and forced to take the longer way to the east around the 
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southern tip of Africa (Cape of Good Hope and Cape Agulhas). That delay caused a 
further delay in Tahiti, as he had to wait five months for the breadfruit plants to ma-
ture sufficiently to be potted in soil and transported. Bounty departed Tahiti heading 
east in April 1789. 
The mutiny broke out on board shortly after the ship left Tahiti and occurred in 
the South Pacific Ocean on 28 April 1789. Led by Master's Mate / Acting Lieutenant 
Fletcher Christian, disaffected crewmen seized control of the ship, and set Bligh and 
18 loyalists adrift in the ship's 23-foot open launch (so heavily loaded that 
the gunwales were only a few inches above the water). Bligh had confidence in his 
navigational skills, which he had perfected under the instruction of Captain James 
Cook. His first responsibility was to bring his men to safety. Thus, he undertook the seemingly impossible 
3,618-nautical-mile voyage to Timor, the nearest European settlement. Bligh succeeded in reaching Timor 
after a 47-day voyage, the only casualty being the crewman killed on Tofua island where they had tried to 
get supplies. From 4 May until 29 May, when they reached the Great Barrier Reef north of Australia, the 
18 men lived on 1⁄12 pound (40 grams) of bread per day. The weather was often stormy, and they were in 
constant fear of foundering due to the boat's heavily laden condition. On 29 May they landed on a small 
island off the coast of Australia, which they named Restoration Island, 29 May 1660 being the date of the 
restoration of the British monarchy after the English Civil War. Over the next week or more they island-
hopped north along the Great Barrier reef—while Bligh, cartographer as always, sketched maps of the 
coast. Early in June they passed through the Endeavour Strait and sailed again on the open sea until they 
reached Coupang, a settlement on Timor, on 14 June 1789.  
Bounty's log shows that Bligh was relatively sparing in his punishments. He scolded when other captains 
would have whipped, and whipped when other captains would have hanged. He was an educated man, 
deeply interested in science, convinced that good diet and sanitation were necessary for the welfare of his 
crew. He took a great interest in his crew's exercise, was very careful about the quality of their food, and 
insisted upon the Bounty's being kept very clean. He tried (unsuccessfully) to check the spread of venereal 
disease among the men.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
England's history: Arrival of The Golden Hind after Sir Francis Drakes circumnavigation 
of the world. 

26 Sept. 1580 The Golden Hind arrived in Plymouth harbour having sailed round 
the world under the captaincy of Sir Francis Drake. The Golden Hind was an 
English galleon best known for her circumnavigation of the globe between 1577 
and 1580. She was originally known as Pelican, but was renamed by Drake mid-
voyage in 1578, in honour of his patron, Sir Christopher Hatton, 
whose crest was a golden 'hind' (a female red deer). Hatton was one of the prin-
cipal sponsors of Drake's world voyage. Queen Elizabeth I partly sponsored 
Drake as the leader of an expedition intended to pass around South Amer-

ica through the Strait of Magellan and to explore the coast that lay beyond. The queen's support was ad-
vantageous; Drake had official approval to benefit himself and the queen, as well as to cause the maximum 
damage to the Spaniards. This eventually culminated in the Anglo–Spanish War. Before setting sail, Drake 
met the queen face-to-face for the first time and she said to him, "We would gladly be revenged on the 
King of Spain for divers injuries that we have received."  
The explicit object was to "find out places meet to have traffic." Drake, however, acted as a privateer, 
with unofficial support from Queen Elizabeth. 
 The ship is described as a "mid-16th-century warship during the transition from the carrack to 
the galleon," and displaced about 100 tons. Drake set sail in December 1577 with five small ships, manned 
by 164 men, and reached the Brazilian coast in early 1578.  
On 1 March 1579, now in the Pacific Ocean, off the coast of Ecuador, Golden Hind challenged and cap-
tured the Spanish galleon Nuestra Señora de la Concepción. This galleon had the largest treasure captured 
to that date: over 360,000 pesos (equivalent to around £480m in 2017). The treasure took six days to 
transship and included 26 tons of silver, half a ton of gold, porcelain, jewellery, coins, and jewels.  
On 26 September 1580, Francis Drake sailed his ship into Plymouth Harbour with 56 of the original crew 
of 80 left aboard. The ship was unloaded at Saltash Castle nearby, where the treasure offloading was su-
pervised by the Queen's guards. The final treasure also included six tons of cloves from the Spice Islands, 
at the time worth their weight in gold. Over half of the proceeds went to the Queen and country and 
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were used to pay off the annual debt in its entirety. Queen Elizabeth I herself went aboard Golden Hind, 
which was then at Deptford on the Thames Estuary, where she had requested it be placed on permanent 
display as the first 'museum ship'. Her share of the treasure came to at least £160,000: "enough to pay off 
her entire government debt and still have £40,000 left over to invest in a new trading company for 
the Levant. Her return, and that of other investors, was more than £47 for every £1 invested, or 4,700%." 
After Drake's circumnavigation, Golden Hind was maintained for public exhibition at the dockyard 
at Deptford, London. The ship remained there from 1580 to around 1650, 45 years after Queen Elizabeth 
had died, before the ship eventually rotted away and was broken up. In 1668, the keeper of the stores at 
Deptford, John Davies of Camberwell, had the best remaining timber of Golden Hind made into a chair 
which was presented to the Bodleian Library at the University of Oxford, where it remains (with a replica 
in the Great Hall, Buckland Abbey, Devon, Drake's home and now maintained by the National Trust). 
A table, known as the cupboard, in the Middle Temple Hall, London is also reputed to have been made 
from the wood of Golden Hind. Upon the cupboard is placed the roll of members of Middle Temple, 
which new members sign when they are called to the Bar. The ship's lantern was hung in the vestibule of 
Middle Temple Hall, but was destroyed during the Second World War. 
A replica of Golden Hind has been permanently moored in the harbour of the sea port of Brixham in 
Devon since 1963. The second, full-sized replica was completed in 1988 and stands in the harbour being 
visited by thousands of visitors annually. The current vessel is based on a steel barge and could never sail. 
Another full-sized, still sailable reconstruction exists in London, on the south bank of the Thames. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
English culture: Jack Tar 
Jack Tar (also Jacktar, Jack-tar or Tar) is a common English term originally used to 
refer to seamen of the Merchant or Royal Navy. Members of the public and sea-
farers alike made use of the name in identifying those who went to sea. It was not 
used as a pejorative and sailors were happy to use the term to label themselves.  
There is some dispute among historians about the origin of "Jack", but it was a 
frequently used generic that identified the mass of common people. There are 
several plausible etymologies for the reference to "tar": 
In the age of wooden sailing vessels, a ship's rigging was rope made of hemp, 
which would rot quickly in such a damp environment. To avoid this, the ropes and 
cables of the standing rig were soaked in tar, which had to be replenished 
by tarring.  
Seamen were known to 'tar' their clothes before departing on voyages, in order 
to make them waterproof, before the invention of waterproof fabrics. Later they 
frequently wore coats and hats made from a waterproof fabric called tarpaulin. This may have been short-
ened to 'tar' at some point. 
It was also common among seamen to plait their long hair into a ponytail and smear it with high grade tar 
to prevent it getting caught in the ship's equipment.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Promotion: English produce: Perry 
Perry is an alcoholic beverage made from fermented pears, similar to the way cider is made from apples. It 
has been common for centuries in England.  
Perry pears are thought to be descended from wild hybrids, known as wildings, between the cultivated 
pear Pyrus communis subsp. communis and the now-rare wild pear Pyrus communis subsp. pyraster. The 
cultivated pear P. communis was brought to northern Europe by the Romans. In the fourth century 
AD Saint Jerome referred to perry as piracium. Wild pear hybrids were, over time, selected locally for de-
sirable qualities and by the 1800s, many regional varieties had been identified.  
The earliest known reference to fermented alcoholic drinks being made from pears is found in Pliny, but 
perry making seems to have become well established in what is today France following the collapse of the 
Roman empire; references to perry making in its later heartland of England do not appear before 
the Norman Conquest. By the sixteenth and seventeenth century, however, perry making had become 
well established in the west of England, where the climate and soil was especially suitable for pear cultiva-
tion. In the three counties of Worcestershire, Gloucestershire and Herefordshire, in particular, it was 
found that perry pears grew well in conditions where cider apple trees would not. Perry from these coun-
ties made from traditional recipes now forms a European Union Protected Geographical Indication. Of 
these perry pear varieties, most originate in parishes around May Hill on the Gloucestershire/
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Herefordshire border.  
Smaller amounts were also produced in other cider-producing areas such 
as Somerset. Perry may have grown in popularity after the English Civil War, 
when the large numbers of soldiers billeted in the Three Counties became ac-
quainted with it, and reached a zenith of popularity during the eighteenth cen-
tury. Many farms and estates had their own orchards, and many varieties of 
pear developed that were unique to particular parishes or villages. 
Perry in England remained an overwhelmingly dry, still drink served from the cask. Both English perry 
making, and the orchards that supplied it, suffered a catastrophic decline in the second half of the 20th 
century as a result of changing tastes and agricultural practices (in South Gloucestershire alone, an esti-
mated 90% of orchards were lost in the last 75 years).  Many pear orchards were also lost to Fire blight in 
the 1970s and 1980s. As well as the clearing of orchards, the decline of day labouring on farms meant that 
the manpower to harvest perry pears – as well as its traditional consumers – disappeared. It also lost 
popularity due to makers turning to dessert or general purpose pears in its manufacture rather than perry 
pears, resulting in a thin and tasteless product. In the UK prior to 2007, the small amounts of traditional 
perry still produced were mainly consumed by people living in farming communities. 
However, perry (often marketed under the name "pear cider", below) has in very recent times increased 
in popularity, with around 2.5 million British consumers purchasing it in one year. In addition, various or-
ganisations have been actively seeking out old perry pear trees and orchards and rediscovering lost varie-
ties, many of which now exist only as single trees on isolated farms; 
Pear cultivars used for perry-making tend to be small in size and too astringent for culinary use. Specific 
perry pear cultivars are regularly used to make single variety perries: this was formerly the usual practice 
in traditional perry making, meaning that in the past each parish would have produced its own characteris-
tic and distinctive perries due to the very restricted distribution of many varieties.   
The standard reference work on perry pears was published in 1963 by the Long Ashton Research Station; 
since then many varieties have become critically endangered or lost. There were over 100 varieties, known 
by over 200 local names, in Gloucestershire alone. These local pears are particularly known for their pic-
turesque names, such as the various "Huffcap" varieties ('Hendre Huffcap', 'Red Huffcap', 'Black Huffcap', all 
having an elliptical shape), those named for the effects of their product ('Merrylegs', 'Mumblehead'), pears 
commemorating an individual ('Stinking Bishop', named for the man who first grew it, or 'Judge Amphlett', 
named for Assizes court judge Richard Amphlett), or those named for the place they grew 
('Hartpury Green', 'Bosbury Scarlet', 'Bartestree Squash').  
Good perry pears should have higher concentrations of tannins, acids, and other phenolic com-
pounds. Some of the pears considered to produce consistently excellent perry include the Barland, Brandy, 
Thorn, and Yellow Huffcap cultivars. Compared with cider apples, perry pears have fewer volatile compo-
nents and consequently fewer aromatics in the finished product. Their tannin profile is very different to 
that of cider apples, with a predominance of astringent over bitter flavours. They do, however, contain a 
high concentration of a group of esters that affords them their prominent pear aroma. Another important 
attribute of perry pears that distinguishes them from cider apples is their relatively higher content ratio 
of sorbitol to other sugars, such as fructose. Because sorbitol is not readily fermented by yeast, it is not 
converted to ethanol, and perry therefore tends to have more residual sugar than cider produced from the 
fermentation of apples. In addition to producing a sweeter beverage, sorbitol also contributes to increased 
body and a softer mouthfeel in the finished perry. Compared with apples, pear pressing is made more diffi-
cult by the additional presence of specialized cells known as sclereids, which have thick cell walls that pro-
vide extra support and strength to the pear tissue. Because of this inherent perry pear attribute, the addi-
tion of enzymes and pressing aids is a commonly used practice for improving perry production.  
There are also key differences between cider and perry production in the harvesting and growing process. 
Perry trees famously take more time to mature than cider trees so much so that people say that you plant 
"pears for your heirs". 
Even when fully grown, pear trees bear fewer fruit than apples, which is one reason that perry is less com-
mon than cider. When it comes time to harvest, pears should be picked before they are ripe and then left 
to ripen indoors and the pomace must be left to stand after initial crushing to lose tannins, a process 
analogous to wine maceration.  Additionally, because of the variation in hardness of the fruit, it can be 
more difficult to determine if a pear is ready for pressing than an apple.  
Traditional perry making is broadly similar to traditional cider making, in that the fruit is picked, crushed, 
and pressed to extract the juice, which is then fermented using the wild yeasts found on the fruit's skin. 
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Traditional perry making employed querns and a rack and cloth press, in which 
the pulp is wrapped in cloth before being squeezed with a press. Modern perry 
production can use a belt press, which is much more efficient for pressing 
fruit. It works by sending the fruit down a conveyor belt, on which it is then 
pressed by rollers.  
The Three Counties Cider and Perry Association was founded in 1993 by a 
group of craft scale cider makers who came together at the cider and perry 
trials run by the The Big Apple at Putley in Herefordshire. Their intention was 
to improve the image and quality of farmhouse cider and perry. 
From those early beginnings, membership has now grown significantly, with members being based not only 
within the Three Counties region, but from as far afield as Hampshire. 
The purpose of the Association is to represent, support and promote the interests of cider and perry pro-
ducers primarily based in the Three Counties region of the UK (Herefordshire, Gloucestershire and 
Worcestershire. Hartpury Orchard Centre is home to the National Perry Pear Collection. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Recipe: Pork with pears 
Recipe from Good Food magazine, February 2007 
Preparation: 5minutes; serves 4 
A simple yet stunning recipe that combines well known flavours to create an ex-
quisite dish 
Ingredients 

Method 
Heat the oil in a roasting tin on the hob (use 2 rings), then add the onions, pears, most of the rosemary 
and seasoning. Fry for 5 mins or until just starting to caramelise. 
Heat grill to high. Season the pork, then arrange among the vegetables and fry for 5 minutes, turning half-
way until golden and cooked through. Scatter with the remaining rosemary and the cheese, grill until the 
cheese starts to melt, then serve.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Which? says fraud increased in every region of England and Wales over the past year".  
Reported in the Times 22/6/19 
London had the most, with 48,479 reports in 2018-19, up 11 per cent in a year. The figures for the past 
two years suggest 10.4 frauds for every 1,000 people. There was a 16 per cent rise in the East Midlands, 
where there were 21,942 reports last year compared with 18,958 the year before (8.6 frauds for every 
1,000 people over two years) and a 15 per cent increase in the North East and Yorkshire and the Hum-
ber. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 tbsp sunflower oil 
2 large pears, quartered and 
cored (leave the skin on) 
4 pork  steaks, about 175g/6oz 
each, trimmed of excess fat 

2 red onions, roots trimmed and cut into 
eighths 
few sprigs rosemary, leaves roughly 
chopped 
50g blue cheese, cubed  
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