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Editorial: It seems that 
constitutional issues, espe-
cially in relation to England, 
are now acceptable to re-
port when our efforts to 
interest the media have 
been met either with indif-
ference or hostility. 
There are many pressing problems with our 
infrastructure in England but BJ seems to be 
on a path to increase them by changing plan-
ning laws so that ever more of our country is 
concreted over not least leading to the flood-
ing we have seen recently. 
Cost cutting has given rise to so-called ‘smart’ 
motorways that appear not to be smart but 
inherently dangerous. Meanwhile, he promises 
cash to keep the powerful mayors in the 
north of England onside, ignoring the ‘left be-
hind’ east and south west. In addition the run-
ning of the trains to Kent and Sussex has been 
‘devolved’ to Transport for London. Have 
those counties have been consulted? 
BJ has big spending plans with tax-payers 
money (most of whom live in England) for 
Scotland to divert the Scots from calling for 
independence. We learn as well that "many big
-spending projects in Scotland are already funded 
jointly by the UK and Scottish governments”. Eng-
land does not benefit under the Barnett formula, 
which ensures a proportion of capital expenditure 
by the UK government in England goes to the rest 
of the UK, when the UK government spends UK 
capital in Scotland or anywhere else. Campaign for an English Parliament 

Aims, Principles and Policies. 
 

We campaign for an English Parliament, meaning a parliament 
for the people of England, for whom England is their cho-
sen or inherited home and who are legally entitled to 
vote.   

  
We campaign for an English Parliament with powers at least 

as great as those of Scotland’s, i.e. a Parliament and Ex-
ecutive (Government) that can make Acts (primary legis-
lation) on the same domestic issues (e.g. health, welfare & 
education) that are devolved to the Scottish Parliament.  

  
The CEP works with academics, business groups, trades un-

ions, think tanks and the media to create the conditions 
whereby UK MPs see that there is no alternative to the 
re-establishment of the English Parliament.  

  
The CEP is a pressure group. It is not a political party. It does 

not contest elections.  
 
The CEP is not and will not be affiliated to or formally linked 

with any political party 

Please sign up on the website via the dialogue box 
shown below and increase our follower numbers. 

Follow the CEP via Email 

Enter your email address to follow this blog and receive 
notifications of new posts by email. 

Join other followers 

 

 

RECOMMENDED READING: The Northum-
brians: Northeast England and Its People: A New 
History by Dan Jackson 
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Campaigning for England : Let Scotland go if love affair is over, says 
writer 
January 25 2020, The Times: Kieran Andrews, Scottish Political Editor 
Louis de Bernières said that England should reclaim its nationalism 
The novelist Louis de Bernières has predicted the break-up of the UK. The English 
writer, best known for his historical war novel Captain Corelli’s Mandolin, believes it 
is time for England to reclaim its culture and let the rest of the country worry about 
itself. He wrote in the Financial Times: “England has no good reason for wanting to 
cling on to Northern Ireland, or to Scotland either. “The English have noticed that 
their own nationalism is the only one that is routinely denigrated and despised, and 
that also grates.” 
However, he added: “How the Scots would prosper without the pound, and outside the EU, with possible 
tariffs between us on the border, is anyone’s guess, but that would not be England’s problem. 
The English should shrug, and agree that it’s understandable that everyone should prefer their own mess 
to somebody else’s order, because, after all, that’s how we feel ourselves. 
“The English have never formally been asked whether or not they would prefer independence from the 
other countries of the UK, or even if they would like their own parliament, and it is high time they were.” 
De Bernières said that being English should no longer be “a matter of shame”. He contrasted the confla-
tion of the St George’s Cross with the extreme right of politics and football hooliganism with the Saltire’s 
frequent use in Scotland. 
He urged his country to shake off its “cultural cringe” and, as in Scotland, Ireland and Wales, have “the 
children learn their national dances and songs at school and at home”. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Current English Affairs: Matters that should be devolved to an English Parliament 
Health and Welfare 
The Sunday Times: Andrew Gregory, Health Editor 
January 5 2020, Eleven million patients wait more than three weeks to see GP 
 In October 3.3m patients waited more than 21 days to see a GP. It is the highest figure on record and up 
by 16% on the same month in 2018. Nearly half of the patients — 1.6m — waited more than a month, 
The Sunday Times can reveal. Boris Johnson pledged to eradicate such delays. 
More than 900 GPs have written to Johnson to warn that the service is ‘on its knees’ 
The number of people taken to hospital with flu this winter is nearly 10 times higher than a year ago and 
rates of the winter vomiting bug are 24% up 
January 19 2020, NHS patients die after feeding tubes are put ‘in their lungs’ 
Patients are being killed or are suffering serious harm because NHS staff are inserting feeding tubes into 
their lungs instead of their stomachs, despite a series of warnings. A tube wrongly inserted into the lungs 
is officially classed as a “never event” by the health service — a blunder so serious it should never happen. 
Despite repeated national alerts about the dangers of misplaced feeding tubes, dating back as far as 2005, 
medical and nursing staff are still putting them in patients’ lungs. There were 277 never events in England 
in the latest six-month reporting period, including six patients who were given injections in the wrong eye. 

~~~~ 
Toddlers died after NHS 111 helpline said they were not in danger 
January 5 2020, The Sunday Times: Jon Ungoed-Thomas, Andrew Gregory and Jack Taylor 
The NHS 111 helpline for urgent medical care is facing calls for an investigation after poor decision-
making was linked to more than 20 deaths. 
Experts say that inexperienced call handlers and the software used to highlight life-threatening emergen-
cies may not always be safe for young children. At least five have died in potentially avoidable incidents. 

~~~~ 
Dorset council staff sent vulnerable girl, 15, to live in caravan 
January 6 2020, The Times: Emma Yeomans 
The teenager went through more than ten different placements in a year. Council staff housed her in cara-
van parks and holiday lodges because of a shortage of suitable care placements. During that time, she had 
no formal education or stability. She suffered increasingly severe mental health problems, including self-
harm and suicide attempts. At one point, a private agency that had offered to house the teenager, referred 
to in court as A, cancelled its assessment at the last minute. A and her social worker were notified as they 
waited for staff to collect her. 
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The girl had just started to settle into a temporary home when Dorset council noti-
fied her she would be moved again, to make room for another teenager who had 
damaged his previous placement so badly he could no longer live there. Over the 
next three weeks she was taken to two caravans and two holiday parks including one 
where the manager asked her to leave. The court was told that she felt homeless, and at one point had 
nowhere to go. 
The girl’s case highlights the lack of resources available to local authorities. They increasingly rely on pri-
vate children’s homes as the number of looked-after children has risen by nearly 10,000 since 2015. 

~~~~ 
Babies died as doctors dodged out‑of‑hours hospital shifts at East Kent NHS trust 
January 24 2020, The Times: Kaya Burgess 
Harry Richford died 7 days after he was born at the Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother Hospital in Mar-
gate. The East Kent NHS trust where senior doctors have been criticised for refusing to work weekends 
and evenings in the maternity unit is facing a potential criminal prosecution over the deaths of babies. 
Allegations emerged yesterday of at least seven preventable baby deaths at the trust since 2016. A BBC 
investigation found that staff had failed to spot a common infection which led to the death of one baby, 
while another was born dead after staff sent her mother home after failing to get a good heart-rate read-
ing. 

~~~~ 
The Environment 
Built-up England: Ministers are planning a construction boom.  
January 5 2020, 12:01am, The Sunday Times: Nicholas Hellen, Social Affairs Editor 
Emma Bridgewater, president of the countryside charity CPRE, urged the public not to accept urban 
sprawl. “We have to resist the terrifyingly high rate of encroachment on our green spaces or we will go 
mad,” she said. “The [proposed] Oxford-Cambridge expressway has 13 junctions on it, and on either side 
of each junction it has space for a town the size of Didcot or Abingdon. So that is 26 car-dependent 
towns strung out on an arc from Oxford to Cambridge.” 
In the last decade there were sharp differences in the rate of development across the country. In the 
southeast, buildings occupied an extra 22.6 square miles, up by 15%, compared with nine square miles in 
Yorkshire and Humber, up 8.9%. Roads claimed an extra 12.3 square miles in the East Midlands, up 12.3%, 
whereas in London there was room for only an extra 1½ square miles, or 3.3%.  

~~~~ 
‘Restrictive’ planning laws face reform in push for more homes 
January 28 2020, The Times: Oliver Wright, Policy Editor 
England’s development rules have barely changed since the 1940s. Councillors could lose their powers to 
veto housing applications under plans being examined by Downing Street to speed up planning permis-
sions. Instead there would be a system in which land was either approved for development or building 
banned. Developers would follow standardised rules that would be scrutinised by local planning officers. 
The move to reform 70-year-old rules in England is designed to accelerate the planning process, which can 
take two years. The proposals are meant to let the market, rather than local politicians, dictate what is 
built and what property is used for. 
The report calls for a rethink of what it describes as “restrictive” green belts that cover 6,259 square 
miles. Jack Airey, the report’s author, said. “But the effect of the current rules has been to use land con-
trol to freeze cities and towns in time. We should be prepared to let them grow in a natural way.”  
David Renard, the Local Government Association’s planning spokesman, said. “Councils and their commu-
nities must be able to oversee all local developments, to make sure they are of good quality, and to help 
build prosperous places,” “It is a damaging and misleading myth that planning is a barrier to house building. 
Councils are approving nine in ten planning applications and are granting permission for more homes than 
are being built, with permission granted for more than 365,000 homes in the year to September 2019.” 

~~~~ 
Education 
Ofsted seeks cash to help heads stuck at the bottom 
January 8 2020, The Times: Nicola Woolcock, Education Correspondent 
Hundreds of thousands of children are taught in schools that have failed to offer a good education for al-
most 15 years. Stuck schools were typically in deprived areas with a decline of industry and lack of cultural 
opportunities. Some are in towns near cities that are more attractive to teachers and others are in re-

NHS logo in England  
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mote areas. Derby, Southend-on-Sea in Essex and Darlington, Co Durham, 
had the highest proportion. 

~~~~ 
Tories will write minimum school funding into law 
January 30 2020, 12.01am, The Times: Rosemary Bennett, Education Editor 
A guarantee will be put into law that all schools in England receive mini-
mum funding in future. 
All secondary schools will get £5,000 per pupil and all primary schools £3,730 per pupil, rising to £4,000 
next year under legislation laid before parliament yesterday. 
Local authorities will be required by law to make sure every school receives the full minimum level of 
funding. Previously local authorities had more powers to allocate the money and some schools fell below 
these minimum levels per pupil. 

~~~~ 
Transport 
Birmingham to ban private cars from city centre in an effort to cut air pollution and conges-
tion. 
January 14 2020, 12:00pm, The Times: Graeme Paton, Transport Correspondent 
Birmingham is also considering a 20mph city centre speed limit and a car-sharing scheme. 
Other cities are also introducing measures to improve air quality. Last week it emerged that Oxford 
would charge drivers at least £10 to enter the city centre under plans for a “zero-emission zone”. Only 
electric, hybrid or hydrogen cars would be exempt. 
York announced this month that it plans to become the first city in Britain to ban all private cars from the 
centre within three years. Bristol has proposed a ban on diesel cars from a central zone on weekdays. 
The City of London is also proposing to ban all petrol and diesel cars from one road as part of a trial 
scheme in the spring, with an expectation that it will eventually be extended to other streets. Separately, 
an ultra-low emission zone has been imposed in central London that charges owners of pre-2016 diesel 
and pre-2006 petrol cars £12.50 a day. 

~~~~ 
Smart motorway stopped‑vehicle detector ‘does not work’ 
January 19 2020, The Sunday Times: David Collins 
Technology designed by Highways England to detect broken-down vehicles on smart motorways stops 
working in “moderate to heavy” traffic, according to its own chief engineer. The system, now used only 
on the M25, creates an “unmanageable amount of false alarms” when traffic builds up. This means there is 
no way to detect vehicles that have stopped running in heavy motorway traffic.  

~~~~ 
The Times: Graeme Paton, Transport Correspondent 
Lay-bys cut on smart motorways to save cash 
January 25 2020, The smart motorway project has been criticised after a series of deaths involving vehicles 
unable to reach a lay-by. The smart motorway programme faced fresh criticism last night after it emerged 
that the number of emergency lay-bys was reduced to cut costs.  
Drivers on smart motorways are directed to use the hard shoulder to ease congestion 
January 26 2020, Smart motorways are to have new safety measures after an investigation found that 38 
people were killed on the network in the last five years. 
Within the next three years all stretches are to be fitted with radar technology to automatically detect 
vehicles that have broken down in a live lane. Currently, stranded drivers wait an average of 17 minutes 
before being manually spotted by CCTV operators. 
There will also be an increase in the number of lay-bys that allow cars with mechanical problems to pull 
off the road, with concerns that the current maximum spacing of one and a half miles is too far apart. 
The government will scrap “dynamic” stretches where the hard shoulder is opened and closed depending 
on traffic flows. The head of Highways England has already admitted that this leaves motorists confused. 
The number of potentially deadly near-misses on “live” lanes had soared more than 20-fold after the hard 
shoulder was removed. Figures released under freedom of information laws show that there were 1,485 
near-misses on a single stretch of the M25 in the five years since it had been converted into a smart mo-
torway, compared with only 72 in the five years before. 
The smart motorway system was introduced in 2006 to create extra road capacity without actually wid-
ening roads. The hard shoulder has now been permanently removed on 13 stretches of road including 
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parts of the M1, M3, M5, M6 and M25, with another eight in development.  
Expansion of smart motorways must stop now, MPs warn 
January 28 2020, The introduction of smart motorways is being carried out with a 
“shocking degree of carelessness” and should be halted immediately, according to a 
cross-party group of MPs and peers. 
The politicians said that in a “public policy failure” motorways with no hard shoulder 
had in effect been brought in by stealth over the past decade without a rigorous safety 
evaluation. 
The report said that the use of the system over the past decade had been presented 
as a “natural extension” but was “a fundamental alteration”. The report said: “The necessary steps were 
not taken in advance to ensure the safety of motorists and recovery operators. Many of the measures 
now being taken should have been in place before the rollout of these roads commenced. 

~~~~ 
Smart motorways are death traps, says Police Federation chief John Apter 
January 29 2020, 12.01am, The Times: Fariha Karim | Graeme Paton, Transport Correspondent 
John Apter, chairman of the Police Federation,  which represents rank-and-file officers said that motor-
ways without a hard shoulder were “inherently dangerous and putting lives at risk, that the system had 
put an intolerable strain on roads policing and he feared that an officer would be killed.  
Highways England had “completely misled” the country by introducing an inferior version of the smart 
motorway concept than the one trialled 14 years ago, he claimed. The prototype on the M42 had emer-
gency lay-bys up to half a mile apart to give broken-down vehicles a safe haven. On more recent versions 
the lay-bys are up to one and a half miles apart. 
Claire Mercer, whose husband, Jason, 44, was killed on a smart motorway section of the M1 in South 
Yorkshire, called on the police to investigate Highways England for corporate manslaughter.  
Highways England officials were due to appear at a Police Federation panel on smart motorways yesterday 
but pulled out. The organisation was approached for comment. 

~~~~ 
Southeastern in line for first part-devolution 
January 31 2020, The Times: Graeme Paton, Transport Correspondent 
Powers to run commuter trains will be devolved to big cities under plans to make services more respon-
sive. Mayors and local authorities will be given oversight of train companies operating regional rail services 
for the first time, with powers to make timetable changes, alter routes and cut fares. 
Devolution is part of sweeping reforms to be announced next month. The network has been heavily criti-
cised for mounting delays and high ticket prices. 
Yesterday the rail minister hinted that Southeastern, a huge commuter network that operates across 
south London and Kent, will be the first to be part-devolved. Chris Heaton-Harris told MPs he was 
“very interested” in proposals to allow Transport for London to take over part of the route when the 
franchise ended on March 31. 
The West Midlands Trains franchise could also be devolved to the office of Andy Street, the West Mid-
lands mayor, who has lobbied for the powers. Mr Street told The Times he had negotiated a fare freeze 
on the network, which carries 79 million passengers a year, mainly in and around cities and towns includ-
ing Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Coventry and Stratford-upon-Avon. 

~~~~ 
Police and Courts 
Police leaders support calls for fewer and bigger forces 
January 8 2020, The Times: John Simpson, Crime Correspondent 
Britain’s anti-slavery tsar and a former commissioner of Scotland Yard have added to mounting pressure 
on the government to overhaul the police force system. 
They call for the 43 forces in England and Wales to be replaced with fewer, larger forces to tackle organ-
ised crime including county lines drug dealing, cybercrime and modern slavery. 

~~~~ 
Courts in crisis: police and politicians caused delays 
January 31 2020, The Times: Jonathan Ames, Legal Editor 
Delays have reached crisis point in the crown courts in England and Wales because of three factors, all of 
which have been imposed by the government. 
First, last September it emerged that the number of days allocated for crown court trials was set to fall by 
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15 per cent over the next 12 months. After an outcry, in November the Ministry of Jus-
tice reinstated 700 sitting days, but lawyers say that is insufficient. 
Second, the government’s long-running court closure scheme has resulted in the sale of 
49 criminal courts since 2013 as part of a “modernisation programme”. Ministers insist 
that technology will fill the gap, but lawyers say that the closures have left gaping holes in 
the justice system that have been a leading cause of delays to trials, as fewer courts mean 
less capacity. 
Critics also claim that the closures mean that many of those involved in prosecutions 
have farther to travel. Inconvenience can deter witnesses from appearing, which in turn 

causes delays. 
The third factor is the police’s increased use of the process of released under investigation (RUI) in rela-
tion to suspects instead of bail. In contrast to bail, RUI does not involve the police imposing conditions on 
suspects and has no time limit. 

~~~~ 
LEADING ARTICLE: The Times view on the crisis in the judicial system: Court in Limbo 
January 31 2020, Long delays in the crown courts are having truly alarming consequences. The 
Times reports today that paedophilia trials face collapse because delays are making evidence from children 
unreliable. In one example the prosecution of the alleged rapist of a three-year-old is under threat after 
the case was repeatedly held up. In another a child aged under 16 killed herself after a long delay in the 
prosecution of a defendant charged with possessing indecent images of her. This month Michael Ellis, the 
solicitor-general, told parliament that the average time between the report of a rape and the decision to 
charge had more than doubled in the past four years. Criminal barristers said that adult victims were in-
creasingly dropping out of rape prosecutions as a result. 
Public safety is at risk. Amanda Pinto, QC, chairwoman of the Bar Council, has warned that court delays 
could soon mean that suspects accused of serious crimes reach their six-month custody limit in prison and 
are then released on bail. There is also the threat that their cases collapse, leaving such suspects free to 
harm others. On the other side of the equation, delays mean that suspects are unfairly left in limbo before 
justice is done. For victims, meanwhile, long waits can be agonising. As can revisiting a traumatic event in a 
courtroom years after it happened. Crucially, delays compromise justice, too. Especially true in the case of 
young children, who cannot be expected to accurately remember incidents from half a lifetime ago. 
The woeful state of affairs in the courts is adding pressure to an already crumbling criminal justice system. 
Government cuts in the past decade have meant the loss of some 20,000 police officers, which senior bar-
risters say has left many criminals “untroubled by the hand of the law”. At the other end of the process 
prisons are overcrowded, with rising levels of self harm and assault. Societies that struggle to uphold the 
rule of law soon cease to function. As citizens lose faith that justice will be done, crime only escalates. The 
prime minister has promised to recruit thousands more police officers. Yet without equivalent spending 
on the courts this will simply add to the backlog of cases. Courts must be reopened, their sittings in-
creased, and the practice of releasing suspects under investigation reviewed. There is no time to wait for a 
royal commission to reach its conclusions. Work should start now 

~~~~ 
Economics 
The north needs a ministry to thrive 
January 5 2020, The Sunday Times: David Collins 
“The regions fall between the cracks of every other government department because it is nobody’s prior-
ity,” said Nicola Headlam who was in charge of No 10’s northern agenda and proposed a ministry each for 
northern England; the southwest; the Midlands; and London and the southeast, with powers over educa-
tion, transport and business. 
The North lags behind on productivity 
January 12 2020, The Sunday Times: Davis Smith 
When it comes to productivity and the generally accepted measure of GVA (gross valued added), the lat-
est official figures are stark. London’s GVA per head, £50,547, is roughly 2½ times that of the poorest 
regions of the UK, Wales and northeast, and twice as much, or more, in other parts of the Midlands and 
northern England. 
The London figure exaggerates its productivity lead, as the capital benefits from commuters from the rest 
of the southeast and beyond. Yet on a fairer productivity comparison, GVA per hour worked, London is 
almost 60% more productive than Yorkshire and the Humber, the East Midlands, Wales and Northern 
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Ireland. These differences are longstanding. 
Comment from online 
The GVA differences between London and the North is very interesting, but it 
isn't the only thing. Having lived in London and the North East I would also add 
the cost of living (much lower in the north) and the quality of life (much higher 
there). If you are in a job that has a national pay agreement (e.g. teachers) the 
North is definitely the best place to be. 

~~~~ 
Simplistic north-south divide ignores real deprivation in the east of 
England 
January 8 2020, The Times: Sam Hall 
 “Left behind”, “neglected” and “forgotten” are all words that have been used to describe parts of La-
bour’s northern red wall which was demolished by an unprecedented tide of blue in last month’s election. 
Yet those words could equally refer to much of the east of England where I grew up. 
The east is also home to the most deprived neighbourhood in England in the Essex seaside village of Jay-
wick. Head north along the Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk coastlines and it is easy to find numerous towns 
like Lowestoft, Great Yarmouth and King’s Lynn that share the same feeling of being left behind. However, 
there is no talk of an “Eastern Powerhouse” — the region is notably absent in the national political con-
versation. 
On election day, Labour did not just lose badly in the north, its failure to win seats like Peterborough, Ips-
wich and Norwich North demonstrated that the party would not be able to form a government. Political 
neglect can translate into economic and social neglect. Shortly after I finished secondary school in Nor-
wich it was announced that the city I fondly call home had the worst GCSE results in England. There was 
more bad news to follow two years later when it was revealed that Norwich had the second-lowest levels 
of social mobility. The only local authority to perform worse was West Somerset, another part of the 
country that does not fit happily into the north-south divide. 
It is no wonder that many in the east feel cut adrift from the rest of the country. It is a region in which 
infrastructure lags behind, with Norfolk and Suffolk among only a handful of counties that contain no mo-
torways. Commuting to London from Norwich for a few weeks helped me understand the struggle that 
East Anglian commuters deal with every day. My frequently overcrowded and always-expensive morning 
train barely reached London quicker than a train leaving from Manchester at the same time, despite having 
a 90-mile head start. 

~~~~ 
Boris Johnson can shame Sturgeon with spending splurges 
January 8 2020, The Times Scotland: Kenny Farquharson 
Last summer all 13 Scottish Tory MPs at Westminster put their names to an article for The Times making 
a radical suggestion. Whoever won, they said, must rip up the devolution rulebook. They were talking 
about the divvy-up of responsibilities between the Scottish and UK governments on who does what and, 
crucially, who pays for it. 
“The UK government has to be involved in investing directly in communities across Scotland,” they said. 
“That means moving beyond the arguments of constitutional politics and instead on to doing what is best 
for people and businesses. 
“The Scottish government has already moved into [Westminster’s] reserved space by having an interna-
tional aid budget. It is time for the UK government to do the same, by having a tangible role in local com-
munities supporting local projects with new investment.” This echoed comments by Michael Gove, one of 
the leadership contenders. “Once we’ve given the Scottish government their fair share,” he said, “the UK 
government should be able to spend additional money on the basis of need for projects that will 
strengthen the union.” 
If the UK government has carte blanche to step into devolved areas when it likes, it muddies the principle 
of accountability. Voters need to know who, ultimately, to hold responsible when things go wrong.  
A reality check may be needed here. Repeated polling has shown that many voters have little idea which 
powers are devolved to Holyrood and which are reserved to Westminster. 
Then there is the inconvenient fact that many big-spending projects in Scotland are already funded jointly 
by the UK and Scottish governments, such as six recent “city deals” and the award-winning V&A Dundee 
museum. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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English politics:  
Lords may become ‘House of Regions’ 
January 5 2020, The Sunday Times: Tim Shipman, Political Editor 
Boris Johnson is examining plans to scrap the House of Lords and replace 
it with a second chamber that will give a bigger say in Westminster to the 
north of England. Senior Tories say ministers are looking at plans to re-
form the Lords and make it largely elected to give a voice to “the nations 
and regions”. Seats in the House of Lords could be assigned to Yorkshire, other northern counties and 
regional cities 
A plan drawn up by Lord Salisbury and published last year is now “on the desk” of Johnson’s team. 
Some believe that giving a number of seats in parliament’s second chamber to Scotland, Wales and North-
ern Ireland would help keep the union together at a time when the Scottish National Party is agitating for 
a second referendum on independence. 
It is understood that the proposal for the House of Lords will be looked at as part of a commission on the 
constitution, due to be set up in the spring. 

~~~~ 
Times letters 21/1/20 MOVING THE LORDS 
Sir, Since the general election much has been made of the political need to reconnect with the north, in-
cluding the plan to move the House of Lords to York or Birmingham. Perhaps the time has come for a 
fresh discussion about an English parliament. 
This would be a far stronger way of connecting not just with the north but with the whole of England. 
Wales and Scotland have enjoyed devolved government for some time, and Stormont, with an impending 
cash injection (“Northern Ireland will receive £2bn in power-sharing deal”, Jan 13), is being revitalised. Yet 
the English still lack a voice. Creating an English parliament would help to restore confidence in democ-
racy. With parliaments in all parts of the kingdom the way would be clear for the creation of a federal 
structure along the lines we enjoy in Canada. Everyone living in such a structure feels that government is 
accessible and that individuals have a voice. John Muston, Almonte, Ontario 

~~~~ 
Boris Johnson hasn’t got long to save the Union 
January 17 2020,The Times: iain Martin 
If the SNP wins an overall majority of the seats, or more than 50 per cent of the popular vote, it will be 
extremely difficult for unionists to say with any authority that the nationalists lack a mandate for their 
core policy.  
The cross-party constitutional steering group recommends a federal UK, with the House of Lords becom-
ing a chamber drawn from the nations and regions, to devolve more power. Perhaps the Commons could 
be England’s parliament? Others want to avoid changes in favour of full-throated Nat-bashing and a de-
fence of the Union, with its deep cultural bonds and a £10 billion a year subsidy to Scotland from the rest 
of the UK. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
England's heroes/heroines: Capability Brown 
Lancelot Brown (born c. 1715/16– 6 February 1783), more commonly known as Capa-
bility Brown, was an English landscape architect. He is remembered as "the last of the 
great English 18th-century artists to be accorded his due" and "England's greatest gar-
dener". 
He was nicknamed "Capability" because he would tell his clients that their property 
had "capability" for improvement.  Lancelot Brown was born in the village 
of Kirkharle, Northumberland, and educated at a school in Cambo until he was 16. 
After school Lancelot worked as the head gardener's apprentice at Sir Wil-
liam Loraine's kitchen garden at Kirkharle Hall till he was 23. In 1739 he journeyed 
south where his first landscape commission was for a new lake in the park at Kiddington 
Hall, Oxfordshire. He moved to Wotton Underwood House, Buckinghamshire, seat of Sir Richard Gren-
ville. In 1741, Brown joined Lord Cobham's gardening staff as undergardener at 
Stowe, Buckinghamshire, where he worked under William Kent, one of the founders of the new English 
style of landscape garden. At the age of 26 he was officially appointed as the Head Gardener earning £25 
(equivalent to £3,800 in 2018) a year. 
He made the Grecian Valley at Stowe and Lord Cobham let Brown take freelance commission work from 
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his aristocratic friends, thus making him well known as a landscape gar-
dener. Brown became immensely sought after by the landed families.  
By the 1760s, he was earning on average £500 (equivalent to £67,100 in 
2018) for one commission. Brown was appointed King George III's Master 
Gardener at Hampton Court Palace. In 1767 he bought an estate for him-
self at Fenstanton in Huntingdonshire from the Earl of Northampton and 
was appointed High Sheriff of Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire for 
1770, although his son Lance carried out most of the duties.  
It is estimated that Brown was responsible for over 170 gardens surround-
ing the finest country houses and estates in England. His work still endures 
at Belvoir Castle, Croome Court (where he also designed the 
house), Blenheim Palace, Warwick Castle, Harewood House, Highclere 

Castle, Appuldurcombe House, Milton Abbey (and nearby Milton Abbas village.  
His style of smooth undulating grass, which would run straight to the house, clumps, belts and scattering 
of trees and his serpentine lakes formed by invisibly damming small rivers, were a new style within the 
English landscape, which swept away almost all the remnants of previous formally patterned styles. 
Capability Brown also produced more than 100 architectural drawings, and his work in the field of archi-
tecture was a natural outgrowth of his unified picture of the English country house in its setting: 
He continued to work and travel until his sudden collapse and death on 6 February 1783, on the doorstep 
of his daughter Bridget Holland's house, at 6 Hertford Street, London while returning after a night out at 
Lord Coventry's.   His grave is in the churchyard of St Peter and St Paul, Fenstanton, Cambridgeshire 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
England's history: 3 Feb 1730 The London Daily Advertiser newspaper published the 
first stock exchange quotations. 
The London Stock Exchange is located in Paternoster Square close to St Paul's 
Cathedral in the City of London. It was founded in 1571, making it one of the old-
est exchanges in the world. The Royal Exchange had been founded by English fin-
ancier Thomas Gresham and Sir Richard Clough on the model of the Antwerp 
Bourse. It was opened by Elizabeth I  in 1571.  
During the 17th century, stockbrokers were not allowed in the Royal Exchange 
due to their rude manners. They had to operate from other establishments in the 
vicinity, notably Jonathan's Coffee-House. At that coffee house, a broker named 
John Castaing started listing the prices of a few commodities, such as salt, coal, and 
paper, and exchange rates in 1698.  Public auctions during this period were con-
ducted for the duration that a length of tallow candle could burn; these were 
known as "by inch of candle" auctions. As stocks grew, with new companies joining 
to raise capital, the royal court also raised some monies. These are the earliest evidence of organised trad-
ing in marketable securities in London. 
After Gresham's Royal Exchange building was destroyed in the Great Fire of London, it was rebuilt and re-
established in 1669. This was a move away from coffee houses and a step towards the modern model of 
stock exchange.  
This was the birth of a regulated stock market, which had teething problems in the shape of unlicensed 
brokers. In order to regulate these, Parliament passed an Act in 1697 that levied heavy penalties, both fi-
nancial and physical, on those brokering without a licence. It also set a fixed number of brokers (at 100), 
but this was later increased as the size of the trade grew. This limit led to several problems, one of which 
was that traders began leaving the Royal Exchange, either by their own decision or through expulsion, and 
started dealing in the streets of London. The street in which they were then dealing was known as 'Ex-
change Alley', or 'Change Alley'; it was suitably placed close to the Bank of England. Traders became weary 
of "bubbles" when companies rose quickly and fell, so they persuaded Parliament to pass a clause prevent-
ing "unchartered" companies from forming. 
In 1773, Jonathan, together with 150 other brokers, formed a club and opened a new and more formal 
"Stock Exchange" in Sweeting's Alley. This now had a set entrance fee, by which traders could enter the 
stock room and trade securities. It was, however, not an exclusive location for trading, as trading also oc-
curred in the Rotunda of the Bank of England. Fraud was also rife during these times and in order to deter 
such dealings, it was suggested that users of the stock room pay an increased fee. This was not met well 
and ultimately, the solution came in the form of annual fees and turning the Exchange into a Subscription 

At Blenheim Brown dammed the paltry 
stream flowing under Vanbrugh's Grand 
Bridge, drowning half the structure with 

improved results 

London Stock Exchange in 1810 
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room. The Subscription room created in 1801 was the first regulated exchange in London, but the trans-
formation was not welcomed by all parties.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
English culture: Royal Shrovetide Football 
Shrovetide ball games have been played in England since at least the 12th cen-
tury from the reign of Henry II (1154–89). The earliest recorded Shrovetide 
ball game was during the High Middle Ages (1066–1272) from the 
cleric William Fitzstephen in his description of London Descriptio Nobilissimi 
Civitatis Londoniae (c.1174–83). The game he witnessed was played 
at Carnival, an alternative name for Shrovetide, from the Latin Carnilevaria, a 
word variant of carne levare meaning to "leave out meat" an act 
of abstinence for Lent. Then as now games were played in the afternoon. His 
account suggests playing ball at Carnival had been an annual event for at least a 
generation.  
…"every year on the day called Carnival after dinner all the young men of the 
town go out into the fields in the suburbs to play ball. The scholars of the vari-
ous schools have their own ball, and almost all the followers of each occupation have theirs also. The loca-
tion given for the "suburbs" was to the north of London. The area described of open fields and rivers is 
typical of the terrain still used for current games played in Ashbourne and in Workington, Cumbria, 
where "Uppies and Downies" games take place on Good Friday, Easter Tuesday and Easter Saturday.  
The names of the schools that participated were not stipulated, but a previous reference to St. 
Paul's, Holy Trinity, Aldgate and St. Martin-le-Grand College indicates these Church schools were integral 
to celebrating this holy-day. 
The Royal Shrovetide Football Match is a "Medieval football" game played annually on Shrove Tues-
day and Ash Wednesday in the town of Ashbourne in Derbyshire. The Ashbourne game has been played 
from at least c.1667 although the exact origins of the game are unknown due to a fire at the Royal 
Shrovetide Committee office in the 1890s which destroyed the earliest records.   
During the early modern period public schools adopted the ball game as a sports activity. The version 
they developed was called football and was played using a bladder-inflated ball. Scholars from these 
schools wrote the first standard codes for football. These inspired the development of modern codes of 
football, many created by the descendants of emigrants who spread the concept of football around the 
world.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Promotion: English Fishing Industry 
England is one of the world's leading fishing nations. Its fleets bring home fish of 
every kind, ranging from sole to herring. Kingston upon 
Hull, Grimsby, Fleetwood, Great Yarmouth, and Lowestoft are among the 
coastal towns that have large fishing industries. The Marine and Fisheries 
Agency controls the sea fisheries legislation in England and Wales. 
The fishing industry in England covers the fish processing industry and fishing 
trawler companies that fish around England. Fish processing companies are based 
in Grimsby (Young's Bluecrest), Whitby (Whitby Seafoods) and Lowestoft (Birds Eye). Important English 
seafishing ports include: Brixham, Fleetwood – home of the Fisherman's Friend, Grimsby – once the larg-
est fishing port in the world, Lowestoft, Newlyn, Whitby, Kingston upon Hull 
The fishing industry in England was once much larger than it is today. Statistics from the UK's Marine Man-
agement Organisation on the UK fishing sector show that UK vessels landed 724 thousand tonnes of sea 
fish in 2017, with a value of £980 million. Scottish vessels accounted for 64 per cent of the quantity of 
landings by the UK fleet while English vessels accounted for 28 per cent. 
The National Fishing Heritage Centre in Grimsby displays how the fishing industry in England once was.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Recipe: Spiced mackerel with horseradish potatoes 
Mackerel is an oceanic fish that swims in very large shoals. The variety Scomber scombrus is a common 
fish in North Atlantic and Mediterranean waters. Handline-caught mackerel from the southwest of England 
remains the best choice thanks to its ring-fenced quota and low impact methods. The mackerel stock in 
the North-East Atlantic is in a good state and in general is caught by pelagic trawling and purse-seining - 

Shrovetide ball goaled by H. Hind on 
Ash Wednesday 1887 that pre-dates 
the fire which destroyed the earliest 
written records of the sport. 
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relatively low-impact and well-targeted fishing methods.  
Mackerel has been a consistently popular fish throughout European 
history. The Romans used mackerel to make garum, a fermented fish 
sauce similar to those essential to Thai and Vietnamese cooking today. 
Records show that mackerel has been widely eaten in the UK for hun-
dreds of years. According to his diary, Samuel Pepys breakfasted on 
mackerel on 30th May 1660. Mrs Beeton's Book of Household Manage-
ment (1861) features the recipe Fennel Sauce for Mackerel. 
With its sparkling, silvery belly and iridescent blue-grey stripes, the mackerel is an eye-catching fish. It isn't 
a delicately flavoured fish and its richness doesn't always lend itself well to a simple 'lemon and herbs' pair-
ing. But given the right treatment it is a fantastically moist, flavoursome fish that makes an inexpensive and 
very healthy meal. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/spiced_mackerel_with_05813 
By Mark Sargeant, from The Hairy Bikers' Cook Off 
Preparation time less than 30 mins: Cooking time 10 to 30 mins: Serves 4 
Ingredients 
For the horseradish potatoes 

 
For the spiced mackerel 

Method 
For the horseradish potatoes, bring a large pan of salted water to the boil and boil the potatoes, in their 
skins, for 10-15 minutes, or until tender. Drain and, when cool enough to handle, cut into quarters. 
Heat the olive oil in a large frying pan over a medium heat, then add the potatoes and season, to taste, 
with sea salt and freshly ground black pepper. Fry the potatoes for 7-8 minutes, turning occasionally, until 
crisp and golden-brown. Remove the fried potatoes from the pan and set aside to drain on kitchen paper. 
Meanwhile, for the spiced mackerel, preheat the grill to its highest setting. Score the skin of each mackerel 
three times on each side using a sharp knife. 
Mix all of the remaining spiced mackerel ingredients together in a bowl to form a thick, spiced butter and 
season well with sea salt and freshly ground black pepper. Rub the butter over the mackerel fillets, then 
grill for 4-5 minutes, turning once, or until just cooked through. 
To finish the horseradish potatoes, transfer them to a mixing bowl. Stir in the shallots, soured cream and 
creamed horseradish and seasonwith salt and freshly ground black pepper. Stir in the chives. As soon as 
the mackerel are cooked, transfer to serving plates and spoon the horseradish potatoes alongside 

 

500g/1lb 2oz new potatoes, cooked in their skins 
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper 
2 tbsp soured cream 
2 tbsp finely chopped fresh chives 
watercress leaves, to serve 

2 tbsp olive oil 
2 shallots, finely sliced 
2 tbsp creamed horseradish 
olive oil 

8 mackerel fillets 
1 tsp cayenne pepper 
1 tsp ground coriander 
½ tsp English mustard 
2 tsp red wine vinegar 

100g/4oz butter, softened to room temperature 
2 tsp sweet smoked paprika 
1 tbsp golden caster sugar 
few drops Tabasco 
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper  
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